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e ACADEMY CINEMA, OXFORD STREET 


e FROZEN PIPES 


: 
; a : : 
: 
“4 
ao. 
= 
: 
. = 
2 
4 
ve 
« 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


Write for Leaflet SS 353/ F 3a 
G. BRADY & CO. LTD. MANCHESTER 4 Telephone COLlyhurst 2797/8 
LONDON : New Islington Works, Park Royal, N.W.10 BIRMINGHAM : Rectory Park Road, Sheldon, 26 


CANADA: David C. Orrock & Co. (G. Brady & Co. Canada Ltd.) 1405 Bishop Street, Montreal 25, Que. 
and also at 23 Scott Street, Toronto, 1 


U.S.A.: G. Brady & Co. Ltd., 11 West 42nd Street, New York 18, N.Y. 
NORWAY : An Thorbjérnsen, Kongensgate, 14, Oslo And also at Cape Town 
MANUFACTURERS OF BRADY HAND AND POWER OPERATED LIFTS 
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The Leonard Thermostatic Mixing Valve automatically mixes hot and 
cold water to give warm water at the right temperature for use. 
The thermostat keeps the temperature of the warm water steady, 
preventing those sudden changes from hot to cold and back again, 
which are always uncomfortable and often dangerous. 

Fuel cannot be wasted by using water that is too hot. 
Leonard Thermostatic Mixing Valves are specified by leading 
architects, engineers, Government and municipal authorities. 

Please write for pamphiet No.!/A. 


ALKER CROSWELLEF 


Whaddon Works, 


| ‘\Warm | 
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Architects: Val Myer (Val Myer & Watson Hart 


(Ford & Walton's famous buildings—No. 1 in a series.) 
im association with M. T. Tudsbery, the Civil Engineer to the B.B.C, 


, ee the many famous buildings built by Ford & Walton Ltd., Broadcasting House, 
completed in 1932, is a fine example of the contemporary architecture of its time. 
The advice and services of Ford & Walton Ltd., are always available to anyone considering 


the building of factories and flats, shops and offices or any construction project. Finance is 
provided in suitable circumstances. 


ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY 


Offices : 3 Buckingham Palace Gdns,, Westminster, London,S.W.1, SLOANE 0630/0639. Works: Warton Rd., Stratford, London, E.15 
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age NEW BOILER HOUSE 
by courtesy of Guard Bridge Paper Co, Ltd., 


Consulting Engineers: Messrs.“ Blyth & Blyth, 
Chartered Civil Engineers. 


FRANKI (Driven) Piles 
FORUM (Bored) Piles 
MIGA (Jacked) Piles 
R. C. Foundations 


FRANKIPILES 


THE FRANKI COMPRESSED PILE COMPANY LIMITED 
39 VICTORIA STREET LONDON S.wW.1 
Telephone ; Abbey 6006-9 - Telegrams ; Frankipile, Sowest London 


And in AUSTRALASIA * B. W. INDIES RHODESIA S. AFRICA 


AND WE HOLD THE JOB UP 
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. WHAT IT DOES 


ans 


CONTENTS INCLUDE: Roofs and ceilings 
on steel purlins and timber joists, suspended 
ceilings, Stramit on pre-cast concrete, walling 


\4 and wall lining on timber battens, partitions In 
a] timber framing and in aluminium 
z sections. Full technical data. Prices. Accessories. 
4 
aA 


Stramit Technical Sheets describe in detail every application 
i of this versatile building board, from roof decking on steel 

purlins to lagging and shuttering. New sheets will be 
a ae ae issued from time to time, and can be added to the brochure. 


As the demand is heavy please write promptly to the address 
below. 


DEPT. L.A.2. 


MIT 


PACKET BOAT DOCK, COWLEY PEACHEY, UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX. 


Telephone : West Drayton 3021/2/3. 
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reasons 


TUBES ano 
FITTINGS 


of reliable and trouble-free service. 


2. NEAT, STREAMLINED APPEARANCE—no ugly nuts. 4a 


- 


should be specified by Architects 
_ and Consulting Engineers .... . 


|. PERMANENT RELIABILITY— they will give a life-time 3. 


EASILY AND QUICKLY INSTALLED — correct 
amount of solder contained as an integral part of each fitting. 


LOW COST — now competitive with galvanised iron 


installations. 


5. DELIVERY FROM STOCK 


THE YORKSHIRE COPPER WORKS LTD 


LEEDS & 


SEWAGE AND 
SLUDGE PUMPS 


EJECTORS 


PENSTOCKS 
MANHOLE COVERS 
ETC. 


DISTRIBUTORS | 


We have been engaged for more 
than 65 years in the production of 
all plant and fittings for Sewage 
Purification and works of Sewerage. 
Our ‘Cresset’ Distributors, 
‘Amphistoma’ Pumps, Sewage 
Ejectors, Penstocks, Manhole Covers, 
etc., are in use throughout the 
world. Architects are invited to 
send for copies of our various 
catalogues describing the above 
equipment, together with technical 
information. 


ADAMS HYDRAULICS LTD. 
YORK & LONDON weireraic 


BARRHEAD 


4 | THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 
a HEATING 
Ring of Solder ~ Proof 
Copper of a Sound joint 
& aq @ Tube 
| 
Tes 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
7 
F 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


rismatic 


BULKHEAD FITTINGS 


F 64004 F 64008 


F 64030 F 64006 


by 


This range of robust and weatherproof bulkhead fittings has been specially designed 
for use in schools, hospitals, flats, and for general industrial purposes. 

Made of die-cast aluminium alloy, pyluminized and painted, the fittings are com- 
plete with prismatic glasses and porcelain B.C. lamp holders. Each is provided with }” 
E.T. single entry, except F64030, which is arranged for through wiring or back entry. 
These fittings are also available with porcelain E.S. lamp holders and wire guards. 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 


| 


Data, applications and possibilities of Glascrete 
are given in our interesting Brochure P 45, 
which we shall be pleased to send on request. 
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A DOME 


GLASCRETE 


Reinforced Concrete and Glas: 
at 

The Royal Sailors Home 
Club 

PORTSMOUTH 


‘Architects: A, E, COGSWELL & SONS 
in conjunction with 
DAVID E, NYE & PARTNERS 


Queen Victoria S:. LONDON 


Telephone: CENtral 5866 (5 lines) 


An Important Improvement 


in 


HOT WATER TANKS 


N keeping with their progressive policy, and to meet 
the requirements of the Building Industry, Harveys 
have designed a new type of Manhole and Cover 

for “ HARCO” HOT-WATER TANKS. 


The main advantage of this development is that of 
preventing the thread of the bolts m coming into 
contact with water, thereby avoiding corrosion—and 
the consequent risk of shearing the bolt heads— 
and greatly facilitating removal of the cover for servicing. 
This is achieved by 
securing the heads of 
the bolts inside the 
tank, so that the 
screwed portion pro- 
jects outside. 


No hemp, red lead 
or other jointing 
material is re- 
quired when fixing 
the cover, other than 
the India Rubber 
Ring which is sup- 


plied with the tank. This ring, together with the grummets 
fitted under the bolt heads inside the tank, enables a perfect 
seal to be made in much less time. 


The cover itself is slightly convex to give additional strength, 
and the turned-over edge of the manhole presents a smooth 
rounded surface which cannot injure the hands or arms when 
installing the tank. 


Ask for List No. A 873. 


‘Harco’ Patent Manhole & Cover 


Please obtain your supplies through your usual Builders’ 
Merchant or Ironmonger. 


Harvey 


G. A. HARVEY & CO. (LONDON) LTD., Woolwich Road, London, S.E.7. (GREenwich 3232, 22 lines) 


8 
4 
= | | 
4 
: 
| 
| 
Patent No. 664463 


nites 


THE AR CHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


PLAN FOR PERMANENCE 


paints 


THE SELECTION and specification of paint 


POINTS ABOUT PAINTS | is obviously a task which calls for careful 
| * TECHNICAL SERVICE. Many specialities ' judgment of the facts. And the facts show 
i and technical assistance are available for painting that more people are choosing Cox’s Paint 
problems. 
i ! for its enduring and economic qualities. 
COLOUR RANGE. Cox's Paints are made q 
i in a wide range of colours for all purposes. Our representatives, our technical staff and 
| * SPECIFICATIONS. Suggested Painting | our laboratories at Derby are at your service 
Specification and sample colour schemes are provided | 
, ' with information about any of our 

on request, ~ 
i 


) paint and finishes. 


COX BROS. & CO. (DERBY) LTD. Est. 1781 NORMANTON ROAD, DERBY 
ons TELEPHONE: DERBY 45484/5/6 P. B. Ex. 
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FENCE POSTS 


To BSS. 1722 for Eight Wires at 
Standard Railway Pattern spacing 


ts | 9' O" centres is normal practice for these posts but, 
: with droppers in use, centres may be safely extended to 
24' 0". Gate Posts are prepared to instructions and all 
posts can be holed for barbed wire outriggers to order. 


Description Size Weight (each) 
Intermediate Post 5° to3” x 3” x 66" 100 Ibs. 
| End Strainer 6" x O x 4" K 70" 175 lbs. 
be Intermediate Strainer 175 Ibs. 


Angle Strainer 175 Ibs. 

Hand Gate Post 250 Ibs. | 
Pield Gate Post 560 Ibs. 
Lamb Pasture Post e 36 Ibs. 
Strut ‘ 100 Ibs. 


Heavy and Light Agricultural and Housing Posts are available for lighter 
wire fences. Other Vinculum Standards include Posts for Chain Link, 
Tubes, Rails, Pales, ete. Please write or phone for particulars and prices. 


Telephone: BILSTON, 41101-11 (eleven lines 


Deliveries are made from our nearest Works in N. Staffs., S. Staffs., 
Lincolnshire, S. W ales, Buckinghamshire or Sussex. 


ELLARD “ Estate ** Sliding Door Gear has again been specified for a 


lar housing estate: the People’s Houses, Canterbury, 
state Sliding Door Gear offers maximum economy in use of space. 


7 - For eas access and efficient action, garage doors should be fitted with 


ELLAR * Radial *’ Sliding Door Gear. The illustration below shows a 


typical domestic garage with sliding doors running on 
Radial Door Gear ELLARD 

RLLARD Siding Door Gear has been specified for flats and housing schemes by: London ah: 

County Council ; Canterbury and Peterborough Corporations; Eston, Mexborough, 

Rushden, Sawbridgeworth and Wellingborough U.D.C.s ; Easington ‘and Sedgefield 

R.D.C.s sand for British Railways Housing Estates, Southall; Coronation Bun: ngalows, South 

ia Shields; Estate. Watford; Newton Aycliffe and Stevenage New Towns. 


CLARKE ELLARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
Works Road, Letchworth, Herts. Tel.: 13/4 


8.M.) 
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Precision made 


| PRESSED STEEL 


| | DOOR FRAMES 


Absolutely rigid 


BY BRABY 


Easy to erect 


Now made from zinc coated sheets— 
for better protection against rust and conforming 
to BSS 1245/1951. Braby pressed steel door frames are 
supplied complete with hinges, adjustable 


strike plate, lugs and tie bars. 


Standard frames are delivered 


immediately from stock; we 


welcome your enquiries. 


FREDERICK BRABY & COMPANY LIMITED 
FITZROY WORKS, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W.1.  TeLerHone: EUSTON 3456 


Factories AT: Ida Works, Deptford, Lendon, $.E.8. Te_erHone: TIDeway 1234 
Havelock Works, Aintree, Liverpool, 10. TELerHone: Aintree 1721 
Eclipse Works, Petershill Road, Glasgow, N. TeLernone: Springburn $151 
Ashton Gate Works, Bristol, 3. TeLernone: 64041 Also Falkirk & Motherwell. 
rver orrices: 110, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. (Export). TeLernone : MANsion House 6034 


Queen's Buildings, 10 Royal Avenue, Belfast. TELePHone : 26509 
Palace Street, Plymouth. : 2261 


| 
wt | | | 4 
—_ 
| tay 
| 
hh Mh hhh 


12 THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


Designed to 
Individual Maintenance 
Requirements Eliminated 
Unrestricted Fire Risk 
Span Reduced 
Sectional Factory at Stevenage. Archt.:— Chief Archt. Stevenage Dev. Come. 
w | 
rte or ‘phone EAGAN LIMITED 
C 0336-8. 1, ASHLEY PLACE, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, 8.W.1. Lambda, Sowest. 


B 
Single and Multi-Storey Reinforced Concrete Integrated Construction 


transport 
s there a, specialist in the house? 


What spells efficiency in the organization of road transport ? More than anything else, the backing 
of specialized knowledge—knowledge of the latest technical and commercial developments in 

» the whole road transport field, of new vehicles and equipment, of new legislation. And especially 
the shrewd judgment of specialists on the steps taken in a thousand go-ahead undertakings to 
speed and cheapen the movement of goods and materials. All this and much more information 
is in Motor TRANSPORT, the wide-awake weekly newspaper for road transport users. 
Every Friday it can bring your transport executives a wealth of new ideas, up-to-date information 
on the whole subject. 


Order from your newsagent or take advantage of the special trial offer in the coupon below. 


Introduction to a specialist NOW 


J 


| To: Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford Street, S.B.1. | 
l I wish to take advantage of your trial offer of 52 issues of l 
J Motor Transport for which I enclose only 17/6d, post- 1 
age being paid by the publishers (Normal subscription 26/- 4 

including postage ‘ 
Name 
Address 
| If preferred, order from your newsagent, every Friday, 4d. 1 


™ 
| 
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This door furniture works well, 
lasts long and suits modern 


ideas of decoration 


No, 270a 
MORTICE LOCK SET 
Lever. Spring-loaded 


No, 400 OVAL KNOB 
Rim or Mortice 


No. 300 CUSHION TOP KNOB 
Rim or Mortice 


: 
No. 1064/3 SS 


No. 600 
MOULDED FINGER PLATE “MUSHROOM” KNOB 
Reinforced Back Rim or Mortice 


10!" x 2)" and 8" x 2i" 


% Models indicated by this star are supplied with the Lacrinoid patent 
“floating spindle”. This dispenses with the need for grub screws and ensures 
arattle-free fitting for all normal door thicknesses. The following models can 
be supplied on request with “floating spindle” and fixed rose: 400, 300and 290, 


Architects and contractors are invited to apply 
to the address below for information concerning 
new models as they appear from time to time, 


LACRIN OID 


TRADE MARK 


LACRINOID PRODUCTS LTD., GIDEA PARK WORKS, ROMFORD, £8598 
Telephone: HORNCHURCH 2981 Telegrams: LACRINOID, ROMPORD 
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Contractors ; R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich 


For Technical Bulletin and details of FABRIGUARD Contracts, write to :— 


The Technical Director HANGERS PAINTS LTD., HULL 
ALSO at LONDON, LIVERPOOL, BIRMINGHAM and GLASGOW 
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‘Close work’ 
calls jor Hangers 
FABRIGUARD 
The proved 
Emulsion Paint 


In premises where ‘close work’ of any 
kind is carried out, decoration with 
FABRIGUARD will assist efficiency 


and minimise eye-strain. 


The great light reflectivity of FABRI- 
GUARD is shown in the photograph 
of one of the composing rooms at the 
Norfolk News Company Ltd., Norwich, 
decorated with this Proved Emulsion 
Paint. 

FABRIGUARD can be washed as often 
as desired, ensuring a bright, clean 
appearance, which adds greatly to 
working amenities. 


There are sound reasons why important Housing Schemes 
all over Britain employ Magnet Service for Standard 
Joinery, Doors, Windows, Cupboards, etc. 

Magnet Service saves valuable time, cuts out delays, 


reduces costs, and helps to ensure completion on schedule. 


The Magnet countrywide organisation holds ample supplies 
of kilned and air-conditioned timber. Stocks are sufficient 
for instant delivery, to cope with any emergency. Our 
highly skilled staff, working in three up-to-date factories, 
are waiting to meet your demands. 


Mbustration on right shows To ensure completion 


Power Door Cramp, show- 


Von schedule ... 


ing operator cramping USE MAGNET SERVICE 


dowelled doors. 


AGNE 


literature to 


JOINERY. LIMITED _ WHITLEY STREET, BINGLEY, YORKS. Phone: Bingley 3547 (5 bines) 


LOVE LANE, ASTON, BIRMINGHAM. Phone: Aston Cross 3291 
LONDON ROAD, GRAYS, ESSEX. Phone: Tilbury 77 (5 lines) 
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F.R.IB.A., P.R.AC.S., MI.Mun.B. Housing Architect; S. Pinfold, A.R.ILB.A. 


Five-storey Flats, Avery Hill, Kent 


Che flats shown are part of an area development incor- 


porating cottage type houses, shop maisonettes and NOW, AS IN THE PAST 


estate workshops. T his is one ot scVCcI i] He usInNg I state 
Dev elopments totalling approximat | 6,000 dwi llings, ] 
undertaken by the Company for the London County 


ouncil BUILD FOR THE FUTURE 


— 


ENGLAND SCOTLAND OVERSEAS = 
ONE QUEEN ANNE’S GATE WESTMINSTER SW1 


HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS LIMITED 
C 103A 


15 
| 
| 
Director of Housing and Valuer; Cyril H. Walker, 


3 


‘ 4 


OF RIVETED CONSTRUCTION 
IN HIGH TENSILE STEEL 


Our H.T. Beam system has been designed to 


ECONOMY 
RIGIDITY 


@ IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 


meet the requirements of modern planning 


for Factories, Classrooms, Canteens, etc. 


‘TS’ FUSED SWITCH 


“ELEGANCE WITH EFFICIENCY” 
500V UP TO 300A AC OR DC 


THIS RANGE OF SWITCHGEAR INCORPORATES 
THE BEST MODERN PRACTICE AND DESIGN 


H.R.C, Fuses for category duty A.C. 5 or D.C. 4. 
Silver faced contacts high pressure butt type. 
Quick double break action. 

Remarkable wiring space cuts fitting costs. 

Space saving. 


Owing to the design and front operation, units may be mounted up to each 
other when mounting on busbar chamber, thus reducing length. Just the job 
for confined spaces. 


AND ALL AT REMARKABLY COMPETITIVE PRICES 


Write for Booklet TSS/! 


DORMAN & SMITH L"™ 
MANCHESTER, 5 


EXPORT ENQUIRIES TO: DORMAN & SMITH LTD., 10, EMERALD STREET, LONDON, W.C.! 


+ 
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THE SHELVES 
ARE BRACED 
TO THE STRUTS 


THROUGHOUT 
THE DISTANCE | | wt IMMENSELY STRONG, ANY 


HEIGHT, WIDTH OR DEPTH, 
AS REQUIRED FOR THE 
SPECIAL JOB. EASILY THE 
MOST QUICKLY ERECTED 
SYSTEM KNOWN. 


A------------ 
Q) 
OBVIOUSLY | © SCIENTIFIC ARCHITECTURAL 
THE MOST \\ PRINCIPLES APPLIED TO 
ECONOMICAL RACKING! — 
SYSTEM INTHE B------*- FAR HIGHER 
WORLD TODAY Wy “AREA-STRENGTH-COST” 
FACTOR 


HANDY ANGLE MANUFACTURING CO J 


Telephone TRAfalgar 2551 
GRAND BUILDINGS TRAFALGAR SQUARE LONDON wWC2 a 


Cables: HANDI LONDON’ 
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COLD WATER 
TANK 


, 25 February 1954 


HEATER 


10 
KITCHEN 
SINK ¥ 


19 


Warm house- 


FULHAM FINNED-BACK BOILER 


MAKERS OF FINE QUALITY COOKING AND HEATING APPLIANCES SINCE 1777 


| 


aa rom one tire 
10 
WASH 
BASIN 
= TO 
BATH 
10 
TOWEL 
RAIL 
TO RADIATOR 4 
a 
as 
TO 
RADIATOR 
if 


An efficient and economical method of hot water supply 
and room heating can be provided by installing the 


FULHAM 


FINNED BACK BOILER WITH 
NEWBOLD GRATE 


The open fire will heat one room and the large surface, 
high efficiency type boiler will supply hot water for :— 
@ All domestic purposes, 

@ Heating towel rail, 

@ Heating two small radiators. 


SUMMA GAS ATTACHMENT. In the summer 
when the open fire and central heating are not needed 
this attachment can be hooked on to the boiler and 
it will heat a 30 gallon cylinder of water within 2 
hours from 50°F to 120 F, 


of LEAMINGTON 


| | 
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Economical 
Overheads 


C.1.B.A. Laboratories Ltd., Horsham, 
Sussex. Contractors, Rowland Bros., 
Horsham, roofed with Bitumetal, 
Briggs Modern Development in 
Aluminium Roofing. 


= Briggs Roof is designed to endure... year after year defying 
sun, rain, frost ... production increased by efficient insulation, 
valuable plant permanently protected from the weather and 
completely sealed from draught, dust or soot. 

Briggs Roofs comprise :— 

Bitumetal—An Aluminium Deck providing ceiling and roof. 
Multi-Layer Bitumen Roofing — For waterproofing and weather 
proofing new or existing decks of any type. 

Attractive permanent coloured finishes can be laid on top to 
harmonise with the landscape. 

There is a Briggs specification for every type of roof, Flat, Sloping 
or Curved, and trained roofing technicians are ready in every part of 
the country to tackle roofs large or small. 

Ask our nearest Area Manager for the latest technical data on 
modern roof construction. 


William Briggs &Sons Limited 


London, Vauxhall Grove, S.W.8 Regd. Office Dundee 


OFFICES & DEPOTS ALSO AT ABERDEEN BELFAST BRISTOL 
EDINBURGH GLASGOW ~- LEICESTER LIVERPOOL NORWICH 
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. an everyday, routine operation, placing the 
utmost reliance upon the intricate network of 
Ashathene cables carrying power to industrial 
machinery and comfort into the home. Ashathene 
has a higher voltage breakdown value, higher 
insulation resistance, greater resistance to fire 
and better mechanical properties, besides re- 
ducing the cost of installation. Neither atmo- 
sphere nor sunlight can affect Ashathene. 

actors like these inspire confidence in a cable 
which will function safely and efficiently for 
many years. When you specify Ashathene you 
specify 
HIGHER DIELECTRIC 
Polythene insulated cores have a measured insulation 
resistance more than 100 times that of similar rubber 
insulated material. 
HIGHER VOLTAGE INSULATION 
High voltage tests on Ashathene Cable show a factor of 
safety 1.6 times greater than the equivalent rubber 
insulation on the same size of cable. 
BETTER FIRE-RESISTING QUALITIES 
The P.V.C., used on the sheathing of Ashathene will not 
support or spread a flame and, unlike rubber, is self- 
extinguishing when the flame is removed. 
STRONGER MECHANICAL PROPERTIES 
Ashathene is a tough flexible cable which is unaffected 
by climatic conditions. Compared with rubber, 
polythene insulated conductors will withstand over 
twice the mechanical pressure without an electrical 
failure occurring. 


Thermoplastic 
insulate 


sizes and also S.W.A. and D.W.A,. classes. 
Please send for details and lists. 


Ashathene is manufactured in all standard Cable 


AERIALITE LTD STALYBRIDGE CHESHIRE 
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SOLIGNUM 


is the complete answer 


(DRY ROT 
WET ROT & DECAY) 


Solignum destroys the dry rot fungus wherever 
brought ‘into contact with it, and gives complete 
immunity against further attack. Solignum Wood 
Preservatives are made to penetrate into the wood 
and remain as an active barrier against decay, affording 
protection from dampness, exposure to weather, dry 
rot, wet rot, wood borers, and all other enemies of 
Timber. Solignum is easily applied by brush, by 
dipping or by spray gun. 


WOOD BEETLES TOO ! 


There are 3 kinds of Solignum 


Solignum Wood _ Y.D.K. Solignum Solignum Wood 
Preserving Stain Wood Preservative Beetle Destroyer 


For constructional In Green, Brown and A specially prepared 


timber, fences, sheds, colourless, can be solution to destroy 
joists, flooring, etc., painted over if desired. wood boring beetles, 
to prevent and destroy Essential for green i.e. ‘Woodworm’, in 
dry rot fungus. houses, netting and furniture and con 


canvas. structional timber. 


Solignum Advisory Service. Let experts help you in 
preserving your woodwork and avoid costly repairs and replace- 
ments. Write for descriptive leaflets and advice FREE. 


Sole Makers —SOLIGNUM LTD 
Donington House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C.2. 


“See 
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A SHUTTER is part of a wall; 
A wall is part of a building; 
A building is part of LIFE 


“And LIFE, some say, is worthy of the MUSE” 


Al YAM LID. are glad and proud to 
be associated with the movement in architecture 
which fully realises the profound effect that 
REAL THINGS (environment) have on 
Man and his conduct; and which seeks, by 
proper design and use of materials, to bring 
the best out of Man by creating for him simple, 
functional and beautiful things for daily use— 
especially for the Young. 


That is why we are pleased to show our small 
contribution to 


SOUTHALL TECHNICAL COLLEGE— 


a wood lath shutter 


Si falcon brand 


softwood, hardwood 
plated, galvanised, sheridized 


painted varnished, polished SHUTTERS 
Cotton, Flax 


Plain, boiled bleached, inside 
coloured, striped in an or outside 


hundred shades BLINDS 


by the first name in blinds & shutters 


Faleon Works. Copperfield Rd., ADAN TaD. 
LONDON, £ 


Tel: ADVance 2345 (5 lines) 


fe 
{ 
| a 
| j 
q 
| 
— 
i 
Ad 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


Expert treatment of 


TIMBER DECAY 


Whether caused by fungal rot or insect borers, timber decay must be promptly 
diagnosed by specialists and arrested before irreparable damage is suffered and 


expensive replacement necessary. 


Not only have RICHARDSON; & STARLING 


evolved chemical control materials and methods of application, but they have a highly 
trained staff to carry out effective treatment, ensuring complete success in combating 
Dry Rot, Death Watch, Lyctus or Furniture Beetles. 


RESKOL 


FUNGICIDE FOR DRY ROT 


Some species of this fungal rot have the destructive effect of a 
slow fire. Even the virulent Merulius can be eradicated by 
“RESKOL’’ Pentachlorphenol Solution, but unless the 
characteristics of these insidious growths are fully known you 


WYKAMOL 


INSECTICIDE FOR WOOD BORERS 


Death Watch Beetles and other wood borers can be effectively 
eradicated with only one treatment of “ WYKAMOL"’ and 
trained and experienced personnel are available for carrying 
out the careful treatment required. 


should employ specialists to be certain of success. | 


Informative booklets SENT FREE on request 


“THE CONTROL OF INSECT AND 
FUNGAL DETROYERS OF TIMBER ”’ 


For further advice and 
details write to: 


RICHARDSON & STARLING LTD 


Members of the British Wood Preserving Association 
HYDE STREET, WINCHESTER. Tel: 2537 


the 


Temperature variations do not worry these people .. . 


their house is insulated with | & B mineral wool. 


gine To cope with the quick changes in temperature and 
; climate it is essential to insulate roofs and water supplies. 


J & B Mineral Wool is the most effective insulant to use, it 


prevents loss of heat in buildings and keeps icy conditions 

from penetrating into the house. Coupled with its immense 

advantages for thermal and acoustic insulation, J & B Mineral 

Wool saves time, cost and labour. It is supplied in many forms for 

specific purposes—loose wool and “‘ quilts ” for roofs and partitions, 

jackets for hot-water cylinders, mattresses and semi-rigid felts for 
every conceivable thermal and acoustic insulation problem. 


J&B 


Vag: 
the perfect insulant 


Fireproof * Non-corrosive * Economical 

Water repellent * Safe and easy to handle 

Non-Settling * Pre-fabricated in many forms 
* Inorganic 


( , Our Advisory Department (S./) will welcome your enquiries without obligation. 
JONES & BROADBENT LTD. Perren St., London, N.W.5. Te! GULliver 2120, 5548-9 


And at BILLINGHAM-ON-TEES SOUTH BANK YORKS), BRISTOL, BURTON-ON-TRENT, LIVERPOOL and MANCHESTER 
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INNER LONDON 


HE London County Council have considered 
Tite question of car parking in inner London as 

result of their membership of the Working Party 
appointed by the Minister of Transport in 1951. 
The General Purposes Committee of the Council, 
having obtained the views of other committees con- 
cerned, have now made their comments and recom- 
mendations to the Council. 

In general the Council now approve the idea 
of parking meters for the sites suggested by the 
Working Party in what might be called their pilot 
scheme, without necessarily committing themselves 
to any extension of this system of street parking. In 
this connection we have never seen any answer to 
our enquiry in a previous leader on this subject* as 
to whether charging for parking legalizes the obstruc- 
tion of a highway which is already established as a 
highway for free public movement. 

Again, in principle, the Council have agreed to 
both underground and multi-storeyed garages in 
suitable localities. Their chief objection to parks 
under the London squares seems to be the loss of 
trees which would result. So they express agreement 
with the Town Planning Committee that such works 
should be limited at first to Finsbury Square and 
Grosvenor Square ; the former in a particularly tree- 
less area already, and the latter having recently been 
replanned without much regard to the heavy demands 
of the American occupation of the area. On the other 
hand the Parks Committee do not approve outright 
parking under squares and suggest awaiting the 
detailed plans for such proposals. 

The Council agree to further exploration of 
the possible use of open-sided multi-storeyed car- 
park buildings ; such buildings would, it is pointed 
out, be economical and would avoid the necessity of 
complying with the more costly requirements of the 
Building Act for more enclosed buildings. They 


*«January 7, 1954. 


TRAFFIC AGAIN 


further suggest the very sensible exploration of the 
use of spaces over railway cuttings for the erection 
of multi-storeyed garages, a matter not entered into 
by the Working Party on grounds of alleged cost. 
Sundry other suggestions were mentioned without 
much decisive contribution, as, for example, car parks 
under highways, garages under Royal Parks and 
surface car-parks off highways. 

In fact the whole of the recommendations are 
either for further investigation or for rather pious 
support of the Working Party’s findings ; though we 
are glad to note attention was called to the able 
reservations to the Working Party’s Report which 
were made by the representative of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government ;t very little or no 
official comment has been made on these reservations 
since their publication and the considerable amount 
of support expressed for them at the time. Had they 
been made by a private architect rather than by an 
official one, perhaps more would have been heard. 

Doubtless the actions of the L.C.C. and their 
expressions of opinion on these matters will assist 
some partial solution of this urgent problem of traffic 
congestion in the centre of London. But we cannot 
but observe that such assistance comes nearly twelve 
months after the publication of the Working Party’s 
Report. The Working Party itself took two years 
to complete and publish its work. In the three years 
that have thus passed the congestion has increased to 
almost unbearable limits, and the increase continues 
at a faster rate than ever. Long-term planning is 
essential to meet the new conditions, and it should 
cover the widest possible field, but that does not 
preclude actions of a more temporary nature to avoid 
the appalling waste of human effort and time, and 
therefore money, that such congestion causes. Is it 
really necessary to insist again that this is an urgent 
matter, requiring realistic, quick and bold action ? 


tSee Leader ot March 26, 1953, 
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EVENTS 


THE R.I.B.A. DINNER 

To be honest, I enjoyed myself very much at the 
R.1.B.A. dinner held at Grosvenor House last week. I 
would have liked a little longer before dinner for drink- 
ing and saying good evening to everyone, but I suppose 
the waiters had to get home or something. This year, 
apart from the long, high table where the principal guests 
sat, there were circular tables for ten. I believe these 
gave the organizers a headache, but I had no complaints 
about the company at our table. The dinner was very 
good but served too fast, then again one must remember 
the waiters. The coffee was particularly good. The 
Light Orchestra of the Corps of Royal Engineers ushered 
in the presidential party with a brisk march entitled 
“Martial Moments.” Not even Field-Marshal Lord 
Alexander of Tunis kept in step. The speeches were a 
great deal better than last year, but even so a prodigious 
number of chestnuts were drawn from the fire, aired and 
put back for future use. The President alone was not 
guilty. Lord Alexander, who proposed the health of the 
R.LB.A., started off by saying that, of course, he knew 
nothing about architecture, BUT ... He described the 
beautiful occidental bathroom of an oriental ruler, where 
the faucets (Canadian influence) were not connected to 
either hot or cold services. He said how much he 
admired old Quebec and the skyscrapers of New York. 
Nearer home he praised Liverpool Cathedral and Bat- 
tersea Power Station as our two finest modern buildings, 
but I am not sure whether he realized that they were 
both by the same architect. British plumbing caught it, 
but Lord Alexander blamed the architects instead of the 
byelaws. He liked central heating, but found Canadian 
room temperatures too high. It was a good, sound 
speech, and few architects would have done as weil at 
a gathering of Army officers. The President’s speech 


was easily the best of the evening. I wish I could repro- 
duce his reply to Lord Alexander in full. He started by 
describing the company as being seated in find modular 
co-ordination and as looking as prosperous a lot as one 


The exhibition of photographs of Venetian Villas opens to-day at the R.I.B.A. 


AND 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


Two of them are illustrated above ; 
Left : Villa Manin a Passariano, and Right: Villa Barbaro. 


COMMENTS 


could wish to see. This was not surprising, he said, as 
most of them were guests. Things were often not what 
they seemed. When paying off a taxi recently the driver 
asked Mr. Robertson whether he was not some kind of 
an old actor. I am offering no prizes fot guesses at which 
old actor. In the same easy and smiling way the Presi- 
dent moved on to regret the absence of the Minister of 
Housing and the Minister of Works. Of the latter he 
said there had been criticism of his speech about the 
rebuilding of the City of London. At least he had said 
and done something, and no one ever pleased everyone. 

Sir Hugh Casson, who proposed the toast of the guests, 
was also in good form, but even he used two chestnuts, 
and when I tackled him about them he said it was my 
fault for being so loyal and going to listen to him so 
often. Sir Hugh, referring to Lord Alexander’s hobby, 
said that he was almost certainly the second best painter 
in the cabinet. Soldiers, politicians and judges could all 
look forward to fifteen inches in the obituary column of 
The Times, they were always praised and never criticized. 
Not so artists, for the writers of obituary notices always 
thought it necessary to belittle their work and seldom 
praised it (Mr. Nigel Balchin is the originator of this 
remark, I believe). No one, Sir Hugh said, would dream 
of suggesting that Mr. Justice So-and-so’s judgments were 
timid and derivative. In mentioning some of the chief 
guests personally, Sir Hugh said that as M. Massigli 
and Mr. Singh (who, incidentally, did not seem to be 
present) came from other countries, their interest in the 
arts could be therefore assumed. 

Lord Asquith of Bishopstone replied for the guests 
and said that he, too, knew nothing about architecture. 
His remarks belied him for he described the architectural 
rewards of the various legal circuits. He told the story 
of the judge from the northern circuit, who was appointed 
to the Western Circuit, and who wrote in the suggestions 
book at the judge’s lodgings at Exeter : “I am accustomed 
to a larger cathedral.” 
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Lord Asquith also told the story of the American visitor 
to Lincoln cathedral who said that he considered it 
“mighty fine of them to call this little God-box after our 
Abe.” 

Thinking it over afterwards, I wondered whether in 
any other country a senior Cabinet Minister and Field- 
Marshal, and a leading judge would deny a knowledge of 
architecture. I asked a layman about it. He said that 
only in this country would such people be honest enough 
to admit it. 

I have been surprised at the number of members of 
the R.I.B.A. whom I have met who have told me quite 
bluntly that the reason that they did not attend the 
dinner was as a protest because they thought it ought 
to be held at the R.I.B.A. If they continue to remain 
silent in their protest the dinner will be held in an hotel 
next year. Now is the time for them to make their views 


known. I am told that there were 560 people present. 
At least half were guests. The room can seat nearly a 
thousand. 


MODULAR CO-ORDINATION 


Those interested in modular co-ordination are, gener- 
ally speaking, divided into two classes. The theorists who 
are for ever seeking, and never finding, the perfect 
module, and the manufacturers who want to start turn- 
ing out the standardized units to-morrow. A society 
which contains members representing these two schools 
of thought is bound to be subject to stresses and strains. 
If the theorist would stop baying for the moon, and the 
manufacturers would have a little more patience, some 
good would almost certainly come of the idea. 

The Modular Society was indeed fortunate in having 
Professor Hugo van Kuyck to speak at its meeting last 


week. I have written about this truly remarkable man 
before. He is architect, civil engineer, and professor of 
physics. He served as a Lieutenant-Colonel in the U.S. 


Army. and was decorated by their navy, army and air 
force separately. He is also a much-decorated Lieutenant- 
Commander in the Belgian Navy and is an O.B.E. He 
designs his own yachts and once sailed one of them to 
the Caribbean. Added to this, Professor van Kuyck 
knows what he is talking about. He described an experi- 
ment that he is carrying out with modular co-ordination 
on a very large housing project at Antwerp. My picture 
shows one of the blocks. The whole scheme includes 
eighteen hundred dwellings with community buildings 
and shops. All the services of the flats and houses have 
been worked out on a module of 10 cm, which corre- 
sponds closely to 4in. All plumbing and sanitary ser- 
vices have been prefabricated on this basis with most 
interesting results. The approach to the problem has 
been “let us see what we can get out of modular co- 
ordination” rather than “here is a module, let us make 
everything fit it.” At Professor van Kuyck’s express wish 
I am saying very little about this most interesting scheme, 
for he wishes to delay publication until the experiment 
has been completed, and that will not be for another two 
years. The most that he is prepared to say at this stage 
about the success or otherwise of his work is that he has 
learned enough about modular co-ordination on his pro- 
ject to make him reasonably certain that it is worth 
while and that important savings in labour charges will 
be made. 
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MR. TRYSTAN EDWARDS, GEOGRAPHER 

When I was a student, Mr. Trystan Edwards’ books on 
design were in everyone’s hands, he used to come and talk 
to us and we listened as to the oracle. We rarely see Mr. 
Edwards now except that he is a fairly regular attender, 


‘but, unfortunately, an infrequent speaker, at meetings of 


the Architecture Club. He is known to be very interested 
in education in South Wales and he contributes articles 
on architecture to the Financial Times. Now he has 
appeared in a new hat, as a geographer. He has devised 
a new map of the world using what he calls the Homalo- 
graphic Projection, which gives the relative areas of the 
various countries correctly and with the minimum distor- 
tion of their shapes. As one who has always skipped those 
odd-shaped worlds at the beginning of atlases because they 
give me an uncomfortable feeling about the universe, I am 
slightly biased against anything which makes countries 
look unusual in shape; that is to say, different from Mer- 
cator’s projection. I can see, however, that for political 
geography the northern and southern parts of Mercator 
are hopelessly misleading. The new projection does most 
peculiar <hings with Scandinavia and even the British Isles 
is by my standards not quite itself. Round about the 
equator things are reasonably normal but Africa has 
become very long. You may read all about Mr. Trystan 
Edwards, “politically minded mathematician and archi- 
tect,” in a booklet entitled A New Map of the World, pub- 
lished by Batsford at 5s. 


ABNER 


Housing at Antwerp 
(see paragraph on Modular Co-ordination). 
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NEW 
THE WEEK 


O F 


R.1.B.A. Dinner 


On Friday, February 19, the R.I.B.A. 
held a dinner at Grosvenor House, 
Park Lane. This was the third dinner 
held since the war; the first was in 1947 
and the second in 1952. 

On arrival at Grosvenor House, 
guests were received by the President, 
Mr. Howard Robertson, and Mrs. 
Robertson. 

After the loyal toasts, the toast of 
the R.LB.A. was proposed by Field- 
Marshal Earl Alexander of Tunis, 
Minister of Defence, and was replied 
to by Mr. Howard Robertson. The 
toast of the Guests was proposed by 
Sir Hugh Casson, President of the 
Architectural Association and was 
replied to by Lord Asquith of Bishop- 
stone. 

The following were amongst the six 
hundred members and guests _who 
attended the dinner: Lady MacAlister; 
Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie; Sir 
Percy Thomas; Sir Charles Mole; Sir 
Walter Fletcher; Dame Enid Russell- 
Smith; Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel; 
Mr. Michael Waterhouse, PP/R.LB.A., 
and Mrs. Waterhouse; Mr. Ernest 
Marpies, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government; Mr. E. D. Jefferiss 
Mathews, Chairman, A.R.C.U.K., Vice- 
President, R.I.B.A.; Mr. S. Rowland 
Pierce, Vice-President, R.I.B.A., and 
Mrs. Pierce; Mr. C. H. Aslin, Vice- 
President, R.I.B.A., and Mrs. Aslin; 
Mr. H. G. Griffin, Secretary, Council 
for the Preservation of Rural England; 
Mr. W. P. Shepherd-Barron, President, 
Institution of Civil Engineers; Mr. 
William C. Crocker, President, The 
Law Society; Mr. R. S. Williams, 
President, London Master Builders’ 
Association; Mr. J. H. Mills, Président, 
N.F.B.T.O.; Mr. G. A. Coombe, Presi- 
dent, R.LC.S.; Mr. Miles Francis, 
President, Chartered Auctioneers and 
Estate Agents’ Institute; the French 
Ambassador (Monsieur Rene Massigli); 
the Ambassador for the Irish Republic 
(Mr. F, H. Boland); the Duke of Well- 
ington; Mr. L. R. S. Singh, Minister 
representing the High Commissioner 
for India; Field Marshal Earl Alexan- 
der of Tunis, Minister of Defence, and 
Lady Alexander; Lord Asquith of 
Bishopstone and Lady Asquith; Mr. 
E. J. Bunting, Official Secretary at 
Australia House; the Right Hon. Cle- 
ment Attlee; the Ven. Archdeacon 
O. H. Gibbs Smith and Mrs. Gibbs 
Smith; the Right Hon. H. U. Willink, 
Vice-Chancellor, University of Cam- 
bridge; the Right Hon. the Chairman 
of the London County Council (Mrs. 
Douglas Bolton); Sir Alfred Bossom, 
Bt.; Sir Roderic Hill, Vice-Chancellor, 
University of London; Sir Harold 
Emmerson, Ministry of 
Works; Sir Richard Coppock, General 
Secretary, N.F.B.T.O.; Sir Hugh Cas- 
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Contrast in city skylines. Top picture: Stalin Avenue, Leningrad. Bottom picture : 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, a city of 24 million people which is celebrating its fourth centennial 
this year. 


son, President, The Architectural 
Association; _Mr. Pembroke Wicks, 
Registrar, A.R.C.U.K.; Mr. Kenneth 
M. B. Cross, Hon. Secretary, R.I.B.A.; 
Mr. Thomas E. Scott, Hon. Treasurer, 
R.I.B.A., and Mrs. Scott; Mr. C. D. 
Spragg, Secretary, R.I.B.A. 


Visit of French Builders 


Very great interest has been taken by 
the French Building Federation in the 
Second Report for the Training of 
General Foremen published in Novem- 
ber last, and a delegation from that 
Federation recently spent four days in 
London to study the methods of train- 
ing in this country. The delegation, 
which arrived on February 16, included 
members of the French Federation 
holding National or Regional office and 
Officials of the Federation concerned 
with education and training. 

At their request the first part of the 
visit was devoted to discussions with 
representatives of the National Feder- 
ation, including Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish and Mr. F. M. Sleeman, the 
chairmen of the Standing Committee 
for the Training of General Foremen 
and of the Education and Training 
Committee respectively, and to visits 
to building sites to study the exact 
nature of the duties performed by a 
general foreman in this country. 


Later the French delegates visited 
technical colleges which had organized 
successful courses in general foreman- 
ship studies to learn what had been and 
what was being done to advance 
the standard of supervisory com- 
petence and to meet students at 
present undergoing training. 

The French delegates also had an 
interesting meeting with the members 
of the Standing Committee for the 
Training of General Foremen, at 
which they were advised of the 
methods by which candidates for 
training are selected and how suitable 
lecturers for these courses are obtained. 
A visit to the Building Research Sta- 
tion was made on February 19. 

In the course of interesting ex- 
changes of views and experience on the 
whole range of questions relating to 
the selection and recruitment of craft 
apprentices and administrative stud- 
ents, it was apparent that many of the 
problems experienced here in obtaining 
suitable recruits for certain trades also 
arise in France perhaps, indeed, in an 
even more acute degree. The French 
builders, by their evident interest in all 
they saw and heard, made it clear that 
they are vitally concerned to establish 
the best means of increasing produc- 
tivity and efficiency by improved super- 
vision. 
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Visit to Poland 


In 1952 the Polish Society of Archi- 
tects (S.A.R.P.) invited 50 architects 
from 20 different countries as guests to 
Warsaw on the occasion of the open- 
ing of Marszalkowska Square, the 
central civic feature in Warsaw’s re- 
construction programme. From 
Britain went Max Lock, David and 
Mary Medd and Graeme Shankland 
This gathering of architects and town 
planners represented widely differing 
technical, esthetic and _ political 
opinions. Such was the value of the 
interchange of ideas between East and 
West that it was unanimously decided 
to repeat the experience at a later date, 
keeping it on an informal and indi- 
vidual basis, giving it no name and 
setting up no organization apart from 
that of the voluntary services of those 
offering hospitality. A small Commit- 
tee of Initiative was appointed from 
among the company, which comprises 
Joseph Sigalen, of Poland; Professor 
Luigi Piccinato, of Italy; André Lur- 
cat, of France; and Max Lock, from 
Great Britain. 

After two meetings in Paris it has 
now been decided to hold the second 
conference from May 30 to June 10, 
1954, in Poland again at the in- 
vitation of the Polish Society of Archi- 
tects, but this time to enlarge the 
meeting to include more students of 
architecture and town planning, mem- 


bers of housing committees and 
officials and directors of housing 
organizations. It is hoped that up to 


25 persons from Great Britain will be 
able to take advantage of this oppor- 
tunity to visit Poland to take part in 
a two-day conference and six-day tour 
of works of reconstruction there. The 
subjects for general discussion at the 
conference are to be:— 
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1. Reconstruction of bombed cities. 

2. Reconditioning of existing towns. 

3. Building new towns. 

Those visiting Poland are expected 
to pay their own return fares to War- 
saw (if by air) or to the border (if by 
other means of transport). Group 
travel would probably result in a re- 
duction. In addition, there would be 
three days’ hotel expenses for the first 
two days of the conference in War- 
saw and the last day in Warsaw. This 
works out at $6, about 43s per day, 
which includes all meals, hotel accom- 
modation, public transport and normal 
out-of-pocket expenses. 

The S.A.R.P. generously 
offered to pay all expenses for the six- 
day tour of reconstruction works in 
Poland. It is hoped that next year a 
similar arrangement will take place in 
Denmark. 

Those wishing to join the British 
party going to Poland on May 30 
should write at once to: Max Lock, 
F.R.IL.B.A. M.T.P.I., 7, Victoria 
Square, London, S.W.1. 


Appointment of 
Mr. R. J. Allerton 


At its meeting on Feb 16 the L.C.C. 
agreed unanimously that Mr. R. J. 
Allerton, at present Housing Manager, 
City of Birmingham, should be ap- 
pointed Director of Housing at a 
salary of £3,000 a year as from a date 
to be arranged. One hundred and 
thirteen applications for the appoint- 
ment were received. 

Last November, the Council agreed 


that as from April 1, 1954, two 
separate departments—a Housing 
Management Department and a 


Valuation Department—be set up in 
place of the present Housing and 
Valuation Department. It was also 


The party of French builders on a visit to this country. 
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decided that responsibility for the 
Council’s programme of out-county 


cottage estates work and for substan- 
tial schemes for modernizing old 
dwellings should be allocated to the 
Council’s Architect. 

Seeing that the number of the Coun- 
cil’s dwellings had risen to some 
170,000, and was increasing by more 
than 9,000 every year the Council 
considered that the functions of advis- 
ing on housing policy, and of manag- 
ing and maintaining this immense and 
growing group of properties were so 
onerous as to require the undivided 
attention of one chief officer and that 
the heavy responsibility of acting as 
valuer and estate agent for all services 
of the Council should be separately 
provided for. 

The present Director of Housing 
and Valuer—a position held by Mr. 
Cyril H. Walker, who retires on March 
31, discharges two functions—one 
as the Council’s Chief Officer for 
housing work, and the other as Valuer 
and Estate Agent. 

Under the new arrangements the 
Director of Housing with a staff of 
some 6,600 will be responsible for 
giving advice on housing policy in 
general and assessment of housing 
need; the management, including let- 
tings, rent collection and maintenance, 
of over 200 housing estates; a direct 
labour scheme for the erection of up 
to 300 dwellings a year and the 
modernization of old dwellings; and 
control of development entrusted to 
private architects. 

Mr. Allerton is 55 years of age. He 
is a Fellow of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, a Fellow and 
Past President of the Institute of 
Housing, an Associate Member of the 
Institute of Municipal Engineers and 
a Registered Architect. 


COMING EVENTS 


The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors 

March 1 at 5.30 p.m. Ordinary 
General Meeting. Talk on “Land Use 
and the Life of Buildings,” by J. F. Q. 
Switzer, M.A., A.R.I.C.S,, at 12, Great 
George Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 


The Housing Centre 


March 2 at 1.15 p.m. Talk on 
“Housing in Northern Ireland,” by 
Dame Dehra Parker, P.C., Minister of 
Health and Local Government, 
Northern Ireland, at 13, Suffolk Street, 
Haymarket, S.W.1. 

Royal Institute of British Architects 

March 2 at 6 p.m. Talk on “ English 
Villas and Venetian Decorators,” by 
F. J. Watson, F.S.A., at 66, Portland 
Place, W.1. 

Town Planning Institute 

March 4. Annual Dinner at the 
Dorchester. 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors 

March 5, at 6 p.m. Annual Dinner 


and Dance at the Trocadero Restaurant, 
Piccadilly Circus. 
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Rebuilding in the City 

The intentions of the Minister of 
Works about rebuilding in the City of 
London were expressed in greater de- 
tail in a reply he gave on Feb. 16. Sir 
Alfred Bossom asked him to state the 
size of the programme for office re- 
building, and the principles on which 
he selected projects for inclusion. Sir 


. David Eccles stated : — 


I propose to licence sufficient build- 
ings in the City to reach and maintain 
a balanced output of about £1 million 
of work a month. On present indica- 
tions we should achieve this figure 
towards the end of this year or early 
in 1955. The programme will be kept 
at this level by issuing batches of 
licences from time to time, and I hope 
to give to the developers concerned 
advance notice of the intention to 
issue a licence. 

There are two main classes of 
applications for licences: those for 
concerns who are engaged on work 
of outstanding importance and need 
new offices, and those where the offices 
will be built for general letting. The 
latter can only be satisfactorily selected 
on planning grounds, and I have 
asked the City Corporation to suggest 
priorities to me. I have told the Cor- 
poration that I will issue licences by 
areas if that will help to achieve co- 
herent design and development. 


No Committee on Plumbing 


Mr. Llewellin, who represents North 
Cardiff, suggested to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government that 
he should appoint a committee to 
investigate and report on methods of 
minimizing the effects of very cold 
weather on houses in general and their 
plumbing in particular. He added a 
— complaint that some new 

uncil houses in Glamorgan were 
insufficiently protected against frost. 
Mr. Marples, the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, said on the general question that 
the Minister did not think it necessary 
to appoint a committee, as he was 
advised that the recommendations in 
the Housing Manuals and their tech- 
nical appendices would provide ade- 
— protection if properly applied. 

the Glamorgan complaint, he added 
that the Minister knew that some 
houses had been affected, and had 
asked for a report on these and on a 
representative cross-section of council 
houses generally (Feb. 16). 


Carlton House Site 


Mr. Stokes asked the Minister of 
Agriculture (who answers in Parlia- 
ment for the Commissioners of Crown 
Lands), on what basis of cost it was 
decided to make use of the Carlton 
House Terrace site as the new Foreign 
Office rather than have it developed 
as a commercial site for residential 
flats, hotels and offices, it being 
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assumed the Nash front would not be 
materially altered in either case. Sir 
Thomas Dugdale stated that no final 
plans had yet been submitted to the 
Commissioners of Crown Lands. He 
added that under the County of Lon- 
don Development Plan the intention 
was that buildings in this area should 
be reserved for Governmental or 
institutional use. (Feb. 18). 


Ministry Planning Service 


Mr. Renton asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government what 
would be the cost during the current 
financiai year of the planning services 
of his department, including those of 
regional offices. Macmillan 
informed him that the cost of the 

lanning services to be met out of the 

partment’s Vote was estimated at 
£783,000 and a further £656,000 for 
grants to local authorities. (Feb. 16). 


Strategic Stocks Necessary 


Mr, Baldwin asked the Minister of 
State, Board of Trade, as representing 
the Minister of Materials, how far it 
was still necessary to maintain strategic 
stocks of timber, which entailed con- 
siderable cost in rentals, supervision 
and wastage, in view of the fact that 
timber traders were now in a position 
to purchase an ample supply of timber 
as required. Mr. Heathcoat Amory 
replied that in the view of the Govern- 
ment it was still necessary to maintain 
a strategic stock of timber in addition 
Nae stocks held by the trade. (Feb. 


Tidiness in the Parks 


The Minister of Works has taken a 
novel step in his latest move to secure 
tidiness in the London parks by includ- 
ing in an advisory committee two 
young people, to be nominated by the 
London Federation of Boys’ Clubs and 
the London Union of Mixed Clubs and 
Girls Clubs. The other members of 
the committee are—Mr. John Rodgers, 
M.P. (Conservative) who is chairman, 
Mr. Michael Stewart, M.P. (Labour), 
the Dowager Marchioness of Reading, 
chairman of the W.V.S., Mr. John 
Brown, education officer to the L.C.C., 
Sir Robert Fraser, director-general of 
the Central Office of Information, and 
Mr. F. C. Hooper, managing director 
of Schweppes, Ltd. The Minister has 
appointed this committee to advise him 
on ways of encouraging the public to 
keep the royal parks tidy and free from 
litter, and to suggest any improvements 
that the Ministry might introduce for 
this purpose (Feb. 16). 


Repairs and Rents Bill 


The Government have applied their 
sharpest spur to the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Bill, which they clearly in- 
tend to get through the Commons be- 
fore Easter. It has been with a stand- 


ing committee since Jan. 21, and after 
seven meetings the committee were 
still subjecting to scrutiny Clause 5, 
with the remaining 39 clauses and five 
schedules stretching down the vista of 
the session. Mr. Macmillan shook the 
reins on Feb. 16 with a demand that 
the committee should meet three morn- 
ings a week instead of two. On Feb. 
18 the spur was applied vigorously. 
Mr. Crookshank, Leader of the House, 
began the statement of the following 
week’s business with the announcement 
of a time-table for the remainder of 
the Bill in committee. This has 
caused a lot of noise and fury. The 
committee are required to complete 
their labours by March 18, and after 
that two days are provided for the 
report stage and one for the third read- 
ing. So far the committee are midway 
down what is relatively speaking the 
“straight” of slum _ reconditioning. 
The ditches and hurdles of repair 
allowances and rent increases have still 
to be met. 


Brains Trust on Timber 
Preservation 


By permission of the Council of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
a Brains Trust on Timber Preservation 
is to be held at 7 p.m. on March 24 
in the Henry Jarvis Memorial Hall, 
R.1L.B.A., 66, Portland Place, London, 
W.1. 

The Chair will be taken by Mr. C. S. 
White, F.R.I.B.A., a vice-president of 
the .Association and the members of 
the Trust will be Messrs. E. H. B. 
Boulton, B. A. Jay, E. H. Nevard, S. A. 
Richardson and F. M. Potter. Mr. 
W. E. Bruce will act as Question 
Master. 

Admission is free by ticket on appli- 
cation from British Wood Preserving 
Association, 6, Southampton Place, 
London, W.C.1. 


EXHIBITIONS 


An exhibition of “ Post-War Build- 
ings Planned by Scottish Architects ” 
will be opened to-morrow, February 
26, at the Scottish Building Centre, 
425, Sauchiehall St., Glasgow, at 2.30 
p.m. by Sir William O. Hutchison, 
H.R.A., R.P., P.R.S.A. Mr. Leslie 
Grahame MacDougall, R.S.A., 
F.R.L.A.S., F.R.1.B.A., in the chair. 


The R.I.B.A. Travelling Exhibition 
“Home and Surroundings,” will be 
shown at: Messrs. Elliston & Cavell, 
Magdalen St., Oxford, from Feb. 24- 
March 10; at the Public Library, Vic- 
toria Rd., High Wycombe, from March 
15-27, and at The College of Art, 
Green Lane, Derby, from March 18-31. 


An exhibition called “Glass in the 
Home” designed to show how glass 
can be used in the building and decora- 
tion of the modern house, will be 
shown at The Building Centre, Store 
St., London, W.C.1, from March 5-27, 
9.30 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sats. 9.30-1 p.m.) 
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Extensions to 


Technical College, 


] 
* 
ARCHITECT: ALISTER MacDONALD, F.R.I.B.A. | | | 
in collaboration with \ \ 
| - 
C. G. STILLMAN, F.R.1.B.A., County Architect | 
Quantity Surveyors: Young & Brown 2) \ > a | 
\ 
\ 
Site clearance work was started in November, 1949, and —_ ned 
the buildings were finally completed and equipped in 1953. Ans La 
Lecal authority form of contract was used, based on a a. 
schedule of rates. Cost about £175,000.  voeewey 


Site 


The existing Technical College had been extended before 
the war, and, due to the build-up of the surrounding area, 
the land available to cater for a considerable further expan- 
sion in post-war activities was very limited. The site con- 
sisted of a rectangular piece of land with its shorter end 
fronting to Beaconsfield Road, which had been used for 
wartime air-raid shelters and allotments. Before building 
operations could start, a considerable amount of site clear- 
ance and levelling was necessary. 

The amount of new accommodation required, and the way 
in which this was to be linked at various points with the 
existing Technical College, made it necessary to cover the 
greater part of the site with buildings and to rise to greater 
height than the existing two-storey construction. 


Planning 


The extensions provide additional teaching accommoda- 
tion, laboratories and drawing offices for specialist depart- 
ments, a new dining hall and kitchens, and a boiler room, 
not only to serve the extensions but to boost the heating 
services in the older buildings. The College provides tech- 
nical training principally in electrical and mechanical en- 
gineering, with particular reference to the requirements of 
local industries. 

An intricate network of services was necessary to cater for 
the specialized equipment and several large working engines 
which were to be installed; main power and gas service in- 
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SITE PLAN 


take rooms are placed on the ground floor and a large duct 
runs beneath the ground floor corridor in two “arms” from 
the central basement boiler room to accommodate main 
pipes. The ground floor was planned to house mechanical 
engineering laboratories (containing the principal items of 
heavy equipment), and these rooms rise in parts through a 
mezzanine floor. The Electrical Section occupies the first 
floor, and drawing offices are placed on the second floor, 
where they can be top-lit. Bilateral lighting to the lower 
floors has been obtained by “ staggering” the access corri- 
dors in sectional planning. 

The dining hall, with kitchens behind, is centrally placed 
and designed to contrast with the regular higher and recti- 
linear buildings enclosing it on three sides. 


Construction and Finishes 


(a) The L-shaped three-storey main block has an encased 
steel frame, with panel walls consisting of brickwork facing, 
a cavity, and an inner skin of breeze. In the laboratories 

[Continued on poge 224 
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Right: View from S.E., 
with the Mechanical En- 
ineering Laboratory in 
‘oreground. The project- 
ing gantry beam enables 
heavy as to be 
electrically hoisted from 
a lorry into the building. 
Below: Detail 8 the 
south wall of the Dinin 
Hall. Beneath a bric 
wall patterned with pro- 
jecting headers, light 
blue ceramic tiles have 
been used 


the internal walls are fair-faced “ gaults,” whilst drawing 
offices and classrooms are lined with 4in insulation board, 
decorated in colours from the Munsell range. 

(b) Floors are of precast and prestressed concrete units, 
finished with wood block, cork tiles and thermoplastic tiles, 
according to use; stairs are finished in granolithic. 

(c) Roofs over the main blocks are carried on standard 
light metal trusses providing even-controlled top lighting. 
The dining hall is spanned by two reinforced concrete barrel 
vaults having a thickness of 3in in the middle, and perforated 
with dome lights. 

(d) External finishes are in a variety of coloured and pat- 
terned brickwork. The south wall of the dining hall is faced 
with blue tiles to window head level and the brickwork above 
is patterned with projecting headers. Over the main entrance 
there is a panel of black tiles, forming a background to the 
County of Middlesex Arms set in a shield in heraldic 
colours. 

(e) A pumping plant raises effluent from the building to 
the level of the main drain in Beaconsfield Road. The plant 
house is combined with gas meters in the forecourt. 


The Dining Hall has a clear floor space of 60ft x 60ft. The 
ceiling is lined with acoustic tiling and insulation board ; walls 
are faced in laminated plastic sheeting. 


COEGE 
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Above: Heat Engines Laboratory. Double glazing and 
accoustic tiled ceiling insulate against sound transmission ; 
the floor is of heavy duty industrial tiles. A students’ 
gallery runs length of the laboratory on the right 
in the picture. Below: Skylight in drawing office. 
The Louvres are adjustable (cord-operated). 


Southall 
College Extensions, 
Beaconsfield Rd., Southall 


Technical 


ARCHITECT: 


ALISTER MacDONALD, F.R.1.B.A. 
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Precast 
prestressed beams are left exposed and painted to form ceiling. 


Top picture: Mechanical Engineering Laboratory. 


Middle: Classroom on second floor. To reduce sound trans- 
mission the floor is of cork tiles, and walls are faced with 
insulation board. 


Bottom picture: Machine Tool Laboratory. Precast pre- 
stressed beams have been left exposed and painted to form 
ceiling. Flooring is of heavy duty industrial tiles. The entire 
glazed area can be opened. 
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SEASIDE HOLIDAY CAMP, CESENATICO 


HIS holiday camp on the Adriatic was 

- put up by an industrialist, G. Redaelli, 
for the children of his employees. The 
south block was rebuilt on the site of a pre- 
war camp and includes common room, 
visitors’ room, boys’ showers, etc. The side 
facing the beach has a wide overhang to 
provide shade during children’s afternoon 
rest period. The north block houses 
administration. 

There are four dormitories on the first 
floor reached by two ramps. Two hold 36 
beds each and two 76 beds each. The 
children are segregated according to age 
groups. 

The director, or more properly matron, 
has her quarters in the centre block, which 
also has a medical room. Accommodation 
in common rooms allows 26.36 square feet 
per child and 15 square feet per child in 
the dining hall. The camp is constructed 
of brick and stone with flat roof finished 
with asphalt. Interior decoration is in 
bright colours. 


ARCHITECT: GRIFFINI 
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“Horse ramps’ to first floor; another view below. It View at night into Refectory, and projecting eaves to 
would be interesting to know if these work. give shade. 


Italy 
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General view showing overhang to give shade for siesta. 


, 25 February 1954 


Refectory with dormitories over. The approach ramps can be seen through the glazed wall. 


SEASIDE HOLIDAY CAMP. 


ARCHITECT 
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CORRESP 


Dublin Competition 


To the Editor of A: & B.N. 

Sir,—With reference to your com- 
ment upon the result of the recent 
competition for the Dublin Port and 
Docks Board Building, it may be in- 
teresting to recall that the International 
Jury appointed to assess the competi- 
tion for the League of Nations Build- 
ing at Geneva in 1927 were also un- 
able to recommend a design for accep- 
tance. An extract from the Award 
states : 

“The Jury unanimously decided that 
the results of the competition did not 
justify it in recommending any one of 
the plans for execution.” 

This competition attracted 377 de- 
signs from architects all over the world, 
and the English representative on the 
jury of nine distinguished assessors was 
the late Sir John Burnet. 

The prize money was distributed 
amongst 36 of the competitors, and the 
building was eventually carried out on 
another site to a design prepared by 


four of the competitors who were 
eventually commissioned for the work 
I am, etc., 


S. W. MILBURN. 


Imhofs Shop 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 

Sir,—Although in your pages you 
have not gone to the extreme attained 
by a monthly contemporary, you have 
given so much space to the remodelling 
of Imhofs shop that we are led to con- 
clude that it is intended to illustrate a 
significant trend in modern design 
Hence our presumption in making the 
following comments. 

We would be the first to concede 
that a shop should be truly contem- 
porary, stimulating and alive. This one 
is all these things, and the lettering 
and white glazed reveals have given the 
exterior an arresting character particu- 
larly appropriate to its setting in a 
rather sombre street. But it is not a 
background for goods. On the many 
occasions that we have looked in, they 
have been hard to see amidst the archi- 
tectural exuberance. 

It is a well-worn idea to open up the 
shop interior for display. In some 
trades it has proved a “good thing,” 
but we have been reliably informed by 
a progressive shop-keeper that in most 
trades it is considered of doubtful 
value. The reasons are twofold l 
The potential customer cannot stare in 
the window without the shop personne! 
watching him. (When we stared in this 
window three salesmen out-stared us 
and we beat a retreat!) (2) You cannot 
go in and make a selection of what you 
require without being watched from 
without. Admittedly, London is an 
impersonal place, but still the argu- 
ments hold and in smaller towns these 
are forceful objections. It is on such 
small psychological factors that the 


ONDENCE 


success or otherwise of shops so often 
depends 

We agree that the large mirror 
“quite simply helps to enlarge the 
restricted area available for the shop” 
but it adds its quota to the confusion 
of light fittings, plants and crazy pav- 
ing which together captivate the atten- 
tion at the expense of the true exhibits. 

Finally, the lighting scheme does 
‘avoid the ‘dead’ look inappropriate 
to shop lighting” but only by some- 
thing even more inappropriate. Funda- 
mentally, we think, the essentials of 
shop lighting are: (1) Background 
lighting of as low an intensity as com- 
parison with neighbouring shops will 
permit. (2) Medium lighting over 
counters. (3) Brilliant light on a few 
special displays. 

Perhaps the designers will have 
second thoughts before the remainder 
of the shop is similarly equipped as 
threatened. Otherwise it will be diffi- 
cult to see the trees for the lights! 

We are, etc., 

BRYAN AND NORMAN WESTWoop. 


‘ 


Glass in Our Cold Climate 
To the Editor of A. & B.N. 


Sir,—*“ Maintenance Surveyor’s” re- 
marks in this week’s Architect & 
Building News are very true (thinking 
of the recent cold spell!) as regards 
our glass-walled structures of to-day, 
that are so costly to heat; but it’s “ the 
fashion,” and we must suffer the cold 
like Spartans or pay the large heating 
costs, for the pleasure of being in the 
fashion! We not only have to heat 
the inside of the building but, owing 
to the extensive amount of glass we are 
heating the outside air as well, which 
makes it a very costly matter indeed. 

Oscar Wilde once said, “ Fashion is 
that by which the fantastic becomes 
for the moment universal ”(!) 

I am, etc., 
A. NEVILLE HO Lt. 


Post-Graduate Course— 
Birmingham School of 
Architecture 
To the Editor of A. & B.N. 
Sir,—I am _ offering my profuse 
apologies for a serious omission in my 
report about the above. It concerns 
the lecture by Mr. Maurice Lee from 
the Ministry of Education about the 
applications of prestressing for the 
construction of schools. These repre- 
ent the first large-scale experiment in 
this method employing specially de- 
igned pre-cast prestressed members. 
It is difficult to do justice to this 
» without referring to and actu- 
illy showing the numerous colour 
slides and working drawings Mr. Lee 
brought along, particularly of the 

Wokingham experiment. 
I am, etc., 
H. WERNER ROSENTHAL. 
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To the Editor of A. & B.N. 


Sir,—We were not instrumental in 
the drawing-up of any of the recom- 
mendations incorporated in the Build- 
ing Digests 48 and 49, and which form 
the basis of the new Code of Practice 
CP 304 (1953)—Soil and Waste Pipes 
Above Ground. In your February 11th 
issue your contributor H. W. R. says 
that we were. 


Those happily unbiased publications 
are the work of men we know, admire 
and respect. We know them because 
they have helped us. We admire the 
thoroughness with which they make 
their tests. We respect the opinions 
they have formed. If they have learnt 
anything from us at all, it is only that 
we are eager to supply products and 
schemes that come up to their stan- 
dards. 


Certain of our experimental work 
has duplicated, or even anticipated, 
some of the Building Research Station 
tests and announcements, but we 
honestly believe that that is only be- 
cause the scientists there are obliged 
to take more time and care in the pre- 
paration of written or spoken advice, 
which carries official weight. 

When we by experiment find a 
better way of draining something we 
can give the architect our scheme with- 
out fear of misinterpretation. We are 
dealing with particular cases of trap 
design and manufacture of miulti- 
branch fittings for one-pipe or single- 
stack plumbing. To generalize, as the 
Building Research Station scientists 
must, is a more difficult matter, and 
the fair way in which they do it should 
be more generally recognized and 
appreciated. 

I am, etc., 
HuGu GOLDER 
Econa Modern Products, Ltd. 


Dover Competition 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 
Sir,—The Royal Fine Art Commis- 
sion rejected the premiated design 
because it considered a continuous 
block of flats along the sea front would 

be detrimental to amenities, etc. 


Axiom I. A continuous block of 
buildings along a sea front is 
detrimental to amenities. 

The County Planning Committee 
opined that the view of Dover Castle 
and cliffs from Marine Parade as well 
as from the sea should be taken into 
account. 

Axiom II. In preparing a design the 
surroundings of a site should be 
taken into account. 

Presumably the promoters were not 
aware of the first and did not brief 
the assessor; consequently a great 
number of architects were misled. It 
may be presumed that the many archi- 
tects who competed would be aware 
of the second! 

I am, etc., 
L. H. BUCKNELL. 
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ACADEMY CINEMA, 
Oxford St... London. 


CHIEF DESIGNER: ANGUS McBEAN, 


assisted by Peter Pendrey, M.S.I.A. 
CONSULTANT ARCHITECT 
ALISTER MacDONALD, F.R.I.B.A. 


assistant: M. S. MILTON, A.R.1.B.A. 


N contrast to the Acad Exhibition Hall (redesigned for the 
same client by Alister MacDonald, F.R.1.B.A., and F. H. K. 
Henrion, F.S.1.A., some years ago for the “20,000 years of 
Modern Art” exhibition in a contemporary manner), the struc- 
ture of the Cinema did not lend itself to modern treatment when 
the necessity arose for alterations and complete redecoration. 

The period flavour evolved, not from a conscious desire to 
“restore,” but in order to reproduce within the Auditorium an 
atmosphere of richness and intimacy of the theatre which is in 
keeping with the policy and specialized appeal of the Academy 
as opposed to the somewhat impersonal atmosphere of the chain 
cinema. The opening-up of the foyers creates a greater sense 
of space within confining walls, and the treatment of entrance 
as an extension of the pavement arises from box office motives. 

The period of the design was chosen because Empire is 
basically simple; its richness is achieved by the use of gilt 
mounts. The use of a profusion of applied ornaments in carton 
pierre would have been impossibly expensive and also—if re- 
designed——bogus had it not been for the existence of actual 
period moulds held in stock by the Contractor. 

THE NEW CANOPY is scalloped on the underside, tilts up- 
wards and fans outwards from the entrance over Oxford Street. 
It has been carried out in sheet metal with gilded edging and 
enrichments and is outlined in gold neon strip. The underside 
of the canopy is painted deep chartreuse and is illuminated from 
subdued cold-cathode lights concealed in the false ceiling over 
the entrance, which repeats the fluted form of the canopy. 

The House name is carried in brass cut-out letters against a 
white coved background which at night is lit from concealed 
tubes, throwing the lettering into silhouette. 

As a departure from normal practice all outer doors to the 
foyer have been removed and replaced by wrought iron gates 
spanning the full width of the entrance: during hours of open- 
ing these roll back against the walls and throw the outer fees 
open to the pavement. “Stills” frames are incorporated in 
these gates and in the diaper-pattern wrought ironwork cover- 
ing the white columns of the entrance. 

THE OUTER FOYER is designed in English Empire style 
with a coved fibrous plaster ceiling and cornice papered in gold. 
The existing wall recesses have been filled in to provide a flush 
surface and incorporate recessed “ still” frames lit from above 
by tubes, which are ventilated through the cornice. 

The walls are covered in green and gold paper down to dado 
level arid panelled below in mahogany veneer with a brass strip 
pattern. 

The Paybox, combined with a Confectionery Kiosk, is of 
Empire design and stands in the centre of the foyer. 

e outer foyer leads through glass doors to the semi- 
circular INNER FOYER, the facing wall of which is covered 
in mirror glass to give an illusion of space. The inner foyer 
walls are otherwise covered in cream and gold flock paper and 
carpeted in patterned 19th-century design, 

rom the inner foyer open the doors into the Auditorium. 


1. Canopy and entrance—right view from Oxford Street. 


Within a recess formed by two fibrous plaster Corinthian 
pilasters, the main staircase rises to the circle; this has the 
original green marble balustrade and the walls are covered in 
green and gold paper; soffits are flush and papered in gold 
To achieve a theatrical atmosphere in THE AUDITORIUM, 


traditional colours of crimson and gold have been used. The 
walls are hung with a specially designed and hand-blocked wall- 
paper, simulating curtain drapes. The front of the balcony is 
gilded. The ceiling is gold with a centrepiece painted sky blue 


with cloud effects, from which is suspended an antique crystal 
chandelier. 

A proscenium opening with gilded enrichments frames the 
new screen, which had adjustable masking, electrically operated 
to alter screen width. 

Curtaining is in crimson fire-proofed material and, over the 
exit doors, repeats the pattern of the wallpaper. New seating in 
crimson velvet upholstery has been installed throughout and 
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2. Entrance from the pavement. The gates, which open back into the foyer, are of wrought cast iron 


painted in black and gold, with still frames incorporated, 


carpeting is in matching colour except in gangways, staircases 
and circulation areas, where a close-patterned 19th-century 
design is used. 

The doors to the auditorium and the back screen of the circle 


are padded and covered in plastic hide material, held in position 
by diagonal brass strips. 
Light fittings generally are either antique chandeliers or 


POLAND 


STREET 


specially designed to conform with the period effect. 
CONTRACTORS : F. W. Clifford, Ltd.—general contractors 
for interior work, canopy and fittings. Strand Electric & 
Engineering Co., Ltd.—electrical. G. B-Kalee, Ltd.—seating, 
carpeting, curtains and screen. Young, Austen & Young, Ltd.— 
heating. Howard Farrow, Ltd.—builders’ work. Resilient Tile 


& Flooring Co. (Ealing), Ltd.—entrance foyer floor. 
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3. Outer foyer showing free-standing combined paybox and kiosk. The coved ceiling is of fibrous plaster covered 

in gold paper. Walls are papered in green and gold, with recessed ‘‘still’’ frames in mahogany. Dado is of 
mahogany-veneered plywood with brass-strip diaper. Floor is linoleum. 


4. The main staircase in veined green and white marble existed ; the candelabra is antique. 
Walls are covered in dark green paper patterned with gold griffins and stars. 


5. Inner foyer, shaving mirror glass wall and padded doors to auditorium. Pilasters are of fibrous 
plaster and chandelier and settee are antique pieces. The pair of doors from inner foyer to auditorium 
have brass strip diaper on plastic hide padding. The fan is in plaster and metal with gilded vent grille 
' incorporated. The doorcase is padded and enriched with carton pierre mounts. Below left: Antique carved 
wood and gilded chandelier in outer foyer, and right : Central crystal chandelier in auditorium—antique. 
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Viewpoint 8 


Above: Proscenium opening showing gilded 
enrichments and hand-blocked wallpaper. 


Right: View of auditorium from screen, 

showing original balcony front and ceiling 

enrichments gilded. Ceiling panels are 

painted sky-blue with cloud effect. Seating 
is upholstered in crimson, 
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The new Parliament Buildings were opened on February 16 by the Governor of Kenya, Sir Evelyn Baring. 
Top R: The new Council Chamber, showing Public and Press Galleries, the Speaker's Chair and benches. Bottom,R : 
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One of the Committee rooms 


New 
ARCHITECT 


Town 


Parliament 


Planning Adviser to 


HE art of the town-planner has often been described 

as the handling of space, and the fact that open spaces 
are seen in movement largely determined the siting of the 
new home of Legislative Council in City Square, at the 
foot of the hill and at the junction of open parkland and 
formal civic gardens. The view of the Law Courts from 
the highway and from the Hill has been preserved and this 
strong axis maintained, and by placing the building with 
its high Tower at the side of this axis an infinite variety 
of view-points is secured. 

The Tower is more than a shell to accommodate offices, 
archives, tanks and clockworks; it expresses by its vertical 
form the special significance and unique functions of the 
building and brings it into scale with a large open space 
and with a series of future buildings most of which will 
be many times larger than itself. 

The planning of the building is very much an expression 
of contemporary life, and the same principles which 
influence the siting and landscaping apply within the 
building where, rather than going from room to room, we 
are led by continuity of colour or shape-relationships from 
one enclosed space to another. The landscape treatment 
forms an essential element in the design, and the forecourt, 
gardens and terraces are conceived as living-spaces or open- 
air rooms. The breakaway from rigid classical planning, 
and from the conception of facade design in which a uniform 
external pattern of fenestration was often applied to rooms 


Buildings, 


THORNLEY H, 


Kenya 
DYER, 


the Government of Kenya 


of widely differing character and use, makes for much 
greater freedom and allows the arrangement of the different 
elements of the accommodation to suit their practical 
requirements, with proper consideration for aspect, view, 
prevailing wind, and insulation from noise, heat or cold. 

In spite of its contemporary expression, the influence 
and inspiration of Westminster is apparent in the propor- 
tion of the Tower to the double-storeyed facades. Within 
the Council Chamber, the comparison is no less marked. 
The age-old procedure of the House of Commons is 
reflected in the arrangement of the Chamber; the Members’ 
benches facing each other on two sides; the traditional 
Despatch Table in the centre, with Clerks’ and Chairman 
of Committees’ desk; the processional approach; the Divi- 
sion Lobbies and the extending Bar of the House at the 
entrance; the galleries above at either end; and the great 
Speaker’s Chair dominating the whole. 

Historic association and traditional procedure dictated 
the shape and arrangement of the Chamber to a large 
extent, but no less important was the influence of acoustical 
requirements. Speeches made from any point on the floor 
of the House need to be clearly audible throughout the 
Chamber; and though the number of seats is comparatively 
small and their arrangement is compact, the distance sound 
has to travel up to the Public Gallery (the front row of 
which is reserved for the Press), and to the Distinguished 
Strangers’ Gallery above the entrance, would create echoes 
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and distortion unless special precautions were taken. The 
flat ceiling and the wood panelling will reinforce speech; 
while rebound, or excess sound will be absorbed by the 
carpet covering the whole of the floor and by the acoustic 
tiles lining the upper walls. As an extra precaution, micro- 
phones fitted to the table and controlled by a panel in the 
Hansard box will ensure debates being distinctly heard 
through loud-speakers in both Galleries. 

The Council Chamber is lit from two 25ft-high windows 
on either side, and protected from the glare of direct light 
by louvres on the outside, giving a soft, translucent effect. 
The lofty ceiling is decorated with a rich diapered pattern 
of royal blue, picked out in crimson and goid, surrounded 
by a primrose ground. The floor is carpeted in traditional 
green, and the crimson hide of the centre furnishings stands 
out against the natural hide of the Members’ benches and 
the quiet warmth of the mvule and mninga panelling. 

Guarding the entrance to the Chamber are two wrought- 
iron grilles (of local manufacture), the gift of the City of 
Nairobi, while the crimson leather-lined swing doors, set 
in an architrave enriched with ornate “ rosettes” carved in 
Mombasa, have been presented by the Mombasa Municipal 
Board. The carving of the Speaker’s Chair was entrusted 
to a long-established firm of craftsmen in England who 
were responsible for the carving in the new House of 
Commons. The Screen and Bar of the House, incorporating 
rosettes carved by the same English firm, has been pre- 
sented by the Kenya Branch of the Commonweath 
Parliamentary Association. ‘The Speaker’s Inner Chair, 
carved by a local firm, is the gift of the Municipality of 
Kitale; the Despatch Table has been given by the East 
African Railways and Harbours and was made in their 
workshops; and the three chairs at the Despatch Table 
were presented by the Municipalities of Eldoret and 
Kisumu. Of the two Despatch Boxes, one is the gift of 
Major Cavendish-Bentinck, and the other of the Zanzibar 
Government. 

The building has three main entrances; the Members’ 
Entrance, from the Members’ car park on the south side 
of the Main Hall; the Ceremonial Entrance under the 
Tower, looking out to Connaught Road and facing the main 
gates, in front of which the Guard of Honour will assemble; 
and the Public Entrance to the Gallery of the Council 
Chamber. The massive, richly-carved “Arab” doors of 
the Ceremonial Entrance were the work of instructors and 
students of the Mombasa Institute of Muslim Education, 
to the architects’ design based on the traditional Arab doors 
of the coast, and using a Kenya coastal timber, Mbamba- 
kofi. These doors lead through to a spacious, marble-lined 
Hall, enlivened opposite the entrance by a colourful heraldic 
design of African tribal shields painted on grey ceramic 
tiles, to which will later be added the Coat of Arms of 
Kenya as a centre-piece. On either side of the opening 
below this decorative wall are massed flowering shrubs and 
foliage growing in enclosed “gardens” which, with the 
carved wooden grille doors form the entrance to the lounge 
and the high, curved dining-bay overlooking the garden. 
The inner side of the lounge is lined with windows and 
glazed doors, making the terrace with its fountain and 
rockery, seem a natural extension of the room. 


Opening off the Entrance Hall to the right is a long 
cloister-like colonnade, linking the rest of the building, by 
way of the Library and Writing-room, to the Council 
Chamber. The turquoise columns of the Hall continue 
along this colonnade, which is open to the paved terrace and 
garden. At the Council Chamber end, protection from the 
westering sun is given by intricately patterned concrete 
grilles running from the full height of the building. A stair- 
case forms a stop to this end of the colonnade and leads 
up to the Distinguished Strangers’ Gallery, or, by-passing 
the Council Chamber, to the Committee Rooms, and on to 
the Ministers” Rooms and offices above the lounge. These 
can also be reached by way of the wide staircase which 
winds up from the Main Hall to the central reception land- 
ing on the first floor. 

herever possible, local materials have been used in the 
furnishings of the building. Local woods, mvule, mninga, 
cedar, camphor, podo and mahogany, have been combined 
in panelling, flooring and furniture. The round conference 
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tables in the Committee Rooms in particular deserve men- 
tion as illustrating the extremely high standard of crafts- 
manship which can be achieved in this country. One of 
these tables, together with the chairs and the panelling of 
the room, is in Uganda mahogany, the generous gift of the 
Uganda Government. 


GRANTS FOR HISTORIC CHURCHES 


HE Historic Churches Preservation Trust announces a 
number of grants to churches of special distinction 
whosc needs are particularly urgent. 

Beverley Minster in Yorkshire, which is generally 
accepted as the most magnificent parish church in England, 
is to receive £3,000. Weobley parish church in Hereford- 
shire is granted £2,000 in addition to a token grant of £200 
already voted. These are both medieval churches in the 
Gothic style, with s6me Norman work at Weobley. The 
Trust has undertaken the whole financial responsibility for 
seeing that Great Witley parish church, near Worcester, is 
put back into good repair; and St. Ann’s, Manchester, is 
given a second grant of £500 in addition to £100 already 
voted. These two churches, built in the 18th century, are 
also treated as special cases. The Trust has also voted an 
interest-free loan of £1,000 to the late medieval church at 
Great Budworth, Cheshire, to enable first-aid work to be 
undertaken while the financial and architectural aspects are 
considered. 

The normal method of the Trust, as funds become avail- 
able, is to apportion sums among the dioceses and to seek 
the advice of the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the 
Care of Churches on the best use to which the available 
sum can be put. In this way the Trust allocated £50,000 
in 1953 and is now in the process of apportioning another 
£100,000. It has been decided, however, on account of the 
needs of the above-mentioned five cases, to treat them out- 
side the diocesan apportionment. 

The Trust also announces two grants to village churches 
in Hampshire completing the first diocesan apportionment. 
Ashley is to receive a second grant of £150 in addition to 
£150 already voted, and Knights Enham is also to get £150. 

In a statement accompanying the announcement, Mr. 
Ivor Bulmer-Thomas, chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Trust, says :— 

“It is very pleasant to be able to announce these 
urgently needed grants to churches of such first-class 
importance, and I know the pleasure they will give to 
the harassed incumbents and churchwardens. But I want 
to emphasize that what the Trustees are able to do is 
governed by the funds at our disposal, and funds are very 
short. Owing to the large number of competing appeals 
last year it was impossible to bring home to the nation 
the dire peril of our unique heritage of parish churches. 
About £366,000 has so far been raised or promised, but 
it is essential to raise that figure to £1,000,000 before 
the end of the year if we are to make a real impression 
on this problem. In all £4,000,000 must be found before 
ten years are out. We are even now engaged in appor- 
tioning £100,000 among many needy claimants. That 
money is not yet in our hands. We are doing so in an 
act of faith that, before it is called upon, the British 
people will have realized the magnitude of the task and 
responded to it. Contributions, large or small, will be 
welcomed by the Secretary, Historic Churches Preserva- 
tion Trust, Fulham Palace, London, S.W.6.” 


National Parks Commission Appointments 


The Minister of Housing and Local Government, Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, has recently made the following appoint- 
ments to the National Parks Commission 

Mr. Clyde Higgs, a farmer, of Stratford-on-Avon; Mr 
Alan Lubbock, Vice-Chairman of the Hampshire County 
Council, of Adhurst St. Mary, Petersfield; Mr. D. Francis 
Morgan, O.B.E., a member of the Council of the Boy Scouts’ 
Association, of Heddon House, Reigate; Mr. W. H. Vaughan, 
a member of the Forestry Commission, of Groeswen, Port 
Talbot; in place of Mr. J. V. Allen; Lord Merthyr, T.D.., 
J.P.; Mr. Tom Stephenson; and Sir William Taylor, C.B.E., 
whose terms of office recently expired. 
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PARTNERSHIP 


ET me be perfectly honest and 

state that in looking back over 
my life I can see occasions when, if I 
had grasped the opportunities which 
were presented, I might have been a 
richer man to-day. Riches, however, 
are not everything; independence, to 
my mind, is to be prized above riches. 

This was the way I tried to explain 
the position to a young architect who 
came to seek my advice as to whether 
he should leave his safe, but rather 
dull, municipal employment for that of 
a partnership in an expanding architec- 
tural business. I sincerely hope that 
before these words reach the printer I 
will hear he has taken the plunge 
I admire any architect, who has got 
caught by the snare of the monthly 
cheque, who leaves that safe job and 
risks all for independence. 

It may be argued that by joining in 
partnership you are not as independent 
as if you commenced in practice on 
your own account. This may be so, 
but a partnership offers an opportunity 
to many who have not got the nerve, 
capital or desire to commence on their 
own account. 

Before, however, you enter into a 
partnership I would advise you to give 
very careful thought as to why you are 
being offered a share in an established 
business. 

Let me take the case of the young 
architect who came for my advice. He 
had been approached to join in partner- 
ship with an architect of about the 
same age, for the simple reason that 
his business was expanding so rapidly 
that he was having to decline work. In 
addition, he was finding the responsi- 
bilities too great for so young a pair of 
shoulders. 

To decline work when you have not 
been long in practice is, to say the 
least, annoying, but to take on work 
and not give it the personal attention 
it demands is not playing the game 
either by the client or the profession 

In architecture, as in many profes- 
sions, clients expect to have the per- 
sonal attention of a partner of the firm 
and not to be fobbed off with an 
assistant 

This was a clear case of a genuine 
need for a partner and I advised my 
friend to accept. 

Let me quote another case, however 
An old architect advertised for a 
partner and asked for a stiff premium 
Unfortunately a young architect with a 
war gratuity sank it in the business 
without making enquiries as to its 
stability. The business was on its last 
legs and needed capital. The young 
fellow lost all. My advice is, have 
nothing to do whatsoever with a part- 
nership of this nature. 

You may ask how one is to know the 
state of a business. Ask to see copies 
of the audited balance sheets for the 
previous three years, and if there is 
any reluctance to disclose these—well, 
you can draw your own conclusions 


If at all possible, borrow the balance 
sheets and have them scrutinized by a 
chartered accountant. He will explain 
the true state of affairs of the business. 
I would also ask for a list of jobs in 
hand, under construction and at sketch- 
plan stage, and the approximate cost 
of these. You can then roughly work 
out for yourself the fees that are likely 
to accrue over the next few years. If 
the result of your calculations does not 
inspire confidence, do not entertain the 
proposal 

A number of now well-known part- 
nerships have been brought about by a 
young architect either winning a com- 
petition or being offered some large 
commission which he or she did not 
feel sufficiently competent to execute 
without the help and advice of some 
other architect. It is not often, how- 
ever, that a young architect seeking a 
partnership is in the happy position of 
being able to offer as an inducement to 
the other partner a commission in 
addition to his services. 

Put yourself in the shoes of an archi- 
tect in his fifties who can look back on 
his struggle to work up to a successful 
practice with the thought that if he 
ploughs a lone furrow as he has done 
in the past, his practice will die with 
him 

One cannot but sympathize with him 
in his anxiety to know that the business 
will continue after his death, and his 
wish to take a partner into the busi- 
ness with this aim in view. 

here are definite advantages on 
both sides to a partnership of this 
nature. The senior partner knows that 
contracts will continue after his retire- 
ment or death, and that his load will be 
lightened with his advancing years. 
The young partner has the advantage 
of the goodwill of the firm, is able to 
meet the firm’s clients and, what is 
equally important, learn the senior 
partner’s methods regarding contacts 
and the conduct of the business. 

You will no doubt be able to think 
of a number of partnerships of this 
nature which have proved of benefit 
both architecturally and financially. 

lhe inevitable question most young 
architects ask when considering a part- 
nership is: Have I the finances to seek 
a partnership? I must admit I was 
faced with the same question, and I 
sought advice from a young solicitor 
who I knew had purchased a partner- 
ship with an old-established county 
firm. He laid before me the following 
ilternative methods of ovércoming this 
most awkward situation. 

There is no awkwardness about the 
situation if you have the necessary 
capital, of course, but I am assuming 
that you are in the same position as 
I was at that time—not overblessed 
with a high bank balance. 

Let us assume you have very little 
capital and therefore you require an 
income even to live the first year. The 
firm may be willing to pay you a living 
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wage plus, at the end of the year, a 
proportion of the profits. The 
alternative is for a calculation of the 
anticipated profits to be made and you 
to receive your share on a monthly 
basis. A reassessment would have to 
be made at the end of the first year. 

There are various ways of calculat- 
ing the junior partner’s share. Another 
method is for the junior partner to 
receive and to be guaranteed a mini- 
mum salary. His share of the profits 
can be graded until, say, the tenth year 
before he receives a half, with his 
minimum salary deducted from his 
share. 

These three methods may sound too 
good to be true, but I have known 
them to work successfully. 

Most firms would, I feel, expect a 
new partner to contribute a lump sum 
payment as his share of the goodwill 
of the established practice. An 
alternative to this is that when the 
Partnership Agreement is entered into, 
provision may be made for the senior 
partner, or his wife, receiving, on his 
retirement or death, a pension from 
the firm. This, in other words, is an 
insurance policy against their old age. 
In this case no lump sum might be 
requested, 

There may be many other financial 
arrangements but, as far as I can 
ascertain, these, or ones of a similar 
nature, are the most common. 

Once you have agreed to enter into 
partnership, I would recommend that 
you do not enter the practice on a 
word-of-mouth agreement, however 
well you know the other fellow. Have 
a Partnership Agreement drawn up by 
a solicitor, so that if some disagree- 
ment unfortunately arises, or the senior 
partner dies, there can be no dubiety 
about what was agreed between the 
partners. 

It is surprising how easily the 
harmony of an office may be disturbed 
and the partnership broken. I would 
emphasize, therefore, that a Partner- 
ship Agreement should contain pro- 
visions to cover all eventualities. 

The most important point which 
should be covered by the Agreement 
is the length of the partnership before 
some adjustment may be considered to 
the Agreement. Naturally, as the 
junior partner, you cannot expect, for 
example, half the profits, but as time 
advances, and your value to the firm 
increases, an adjustment to your share 
of the profits as set out in the Agree- 
ment may well be justified. 

There are many other points which 
will be covered by the Agreement. 
Might I suggest that you study them 
carefully before you sign. If you are 
in doubt about their meaning or future 
implications, do not hesitate to have 
them explained to your satisfaction. 
In fact, I would suggest that the junior 
partner engage his own solicitor to 
advise him, as I think you will agree 
that it is difficult, even with the best 
intentions in the world, for one 
solicitor to draw up an Agreement 
which is absolutely honest to both 
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Review of Planning 


Development 


N and around districts devoted to 

Housing there are places and 
buildings where activities are carried 
on that are desirable and even essen- 
tial to the convenience of local resi- 
dents. Such local services as shops 
of many kinds, garages and petrol 
pumps, builders, plumbers and a host of 
others are familiar features of almost 
every neighbourhood. These services 
are much wanted; their absence helped 
to make many pre-war housing estates 
the bleak places they were. But, 
though much desired, the choice of the 
proper place to put them gives rise to 
much argument and forms the subject 
of many planning appeals. The im- 
portance of this class of development 
and the frequency with which the 
problems arise when it is proposed 
make it desirable to know what atti- 
tude the Minister has formed in these 
matters. Unfortunately, the decisions 
available tend to be rather vague in 
expression and sometimes incoherent. 
Nevertheless, some useful points 
emerge from reading them. The atti- 
tude the Minister adopts when such 
development is proposed inside a 
house has been discussed in the pre- 
ceding article. Now, therefore, it 
remains to see what views he has on 
these same activities occurring, on the 
one hand in areas selected for these 
purposes exclusively, and on the other, 
within the curtilage of houses or on 
isolated sites among houses. 


Groups of 
Development 
In many places there are areas of 

land almost exclusively devoted to 
development of the kind under dis- 
cussion; many development plans 
reserve land for the future provision 
of such groups or centres. Regarding 
the latter the Minister has remarked 
that 

“It is a proper object of planning 
to secure that adequate provision is 
made in growing districts for the 
spiritual and social needs of the people 
living there. It is unfortunate that 
such a large residential area as that 
referred to in this appeal [i.e., Raynes 
Park] has become built-up without 
sufficient and suitable land being 
reserved for all the ancillary services 
that go to make a well-balanced com- 
munity.” 

Most forms of auxiliary develop- 
ment create some measure of local 
disturbance, either because they emit 
noise, smell, dust and so on or because 
they create traffic, vehicular or pedes- 
trian. It is doubtless these attributes 
which make the Minister more chary 
of allowing this kind of development 
among houses than in centres reserved 
for the purpose. The developer who 


Auxiliary 


wishes to build, say, a shop in such a 
centre will not, except in a few special 
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Auxiliary 


cases, encounter objections based on 
failure to observe good neighbourli- 
ness. But there are other objections 
he may encounter even if he wishes 
to use a site in a centre. The first is 
the argument that there is already a 
local sufficiency of the service he seeks 
to supply. This was the reason given 
by one local authority for their refusal 
to allow a fried fish shop to be estab- 
lished in a case published in the 
second Bulletin of Selected Appeal 
Decisions. The authority said that 

“ Approval had already been given 
for the establishment of a fish-frying 
business on the adjoining plot of land 
and if the proposed development were 
permitted it would prejudice the 
orderly distribution of such businesses 
, Two businesses of this type 
within such a small site would not 
constitute balanced development nor 
good planning.” 

The Minister, when giving his deci- 
sion, clearly rejected this somewhat 
vague and arbitrary contention. Since 
then the Minister has continued to ex- 
press a largely similar view, remarking 
in another instance that 

“The fact that there are already 
four fried-fish shops in the town is not, 
in his opinion, a sufficient reason for 
refusing planning permission.” 

The Secretary of State, published 
yet another example in the Scottish 
Bulletin; when dealing with a some- 
what similar case to that already noted, 
le argued that 

“So far as concerned the local plan- 
ning authority’s plea that there was 
a sufficiency of fried-fish shops in the 


neighbourhood, this could only be 
tested by public demand.” 
Another objection which the 


developer may encounter that, 
though the site he wishes to develop 
is inside an area reserved generally for 
such development, the particular site 
concerned has been earmarked by the 
local authority for some particular, 
other use. If the Authority can show 
that there is an urgent need for the 
development which they propose and 
that no other suitable sites are avail- 
able for it, they may succeed. This 
they were not able to do in a case 
quoted in the tenth Bulletin. In that 
instance, the Council concerned had 
reserved a plot for a community centre 
and the appellant wished to build a 
public house on it. One of the rea- 
sons for which the appeal was allowed 
was 

“The Minister said he was advised 
that there was a need for a community 
centre in this area, but that it was not 
essential that it should be located on 
the site under appeal, since there were 
other sites available in the area.” 

This view is reiterated in a decision 
given in 1953. The Merton and 


Policy 


im 1953: 


Housing 


BY FRANK LAYFIELD 


Morden U.D.C. had refused to permit 
the erection of a church and church 
hall because they said that the land 
concerned was needed for the exten- 
sion of the local shopping centre at 
Raynes Park. Among other things, the 
Minister in his decision letter observed 
“In the present case it seems to him 
to be proved that no other suitable 
site is reasonably available for a 
church and church hall; and he sees 
no reason to differ from the views 
expressed by and on behalf of the 
appellant as to the need. As there are 
already 19 shops and a departmental 
store in this subsidiary ‘shopping area 
and room will‘ remain for at least five 
more, he has come to the conclusion 
that he should allow the appeal.” 
The development was permitted 
subject to certain conditions as to 
design and detailed siting. Finally, it 
may be noted that the wording of this 
and similar decisions gives ground for 
believing that the developer’s case will 
be stronger if he can show local need 
for the service he proposes to provide. 


Auxiliary Development 
Isolated Sites 


on 


The development of iselated sites in, 
or immediately adjacent to, housing 
districts, seems to be governed by two 
main factors. First come questions of 
good neighbourliness, that is to say, 
what measure of disturbance the 
development is likely to cause to its 
neighbours. Secondly, there is the 
appropriateness of the site for the pur- 
pose concerned. Several of the 
Minister’s decisions in 1953 shed light 
on both these considerations. 

It is reasonabie to ask at the outset 
what kind of qualities are likely to be 
regarded as unneighbourly in a resi- 
dential area. The answer, to judge 
from many Ministerial pronounce- 
ments, appears to lie in that woolly, 
unsatisfactory and oft-repeated phrase 
“ detrimental to amenity.” This phrase 
has been explained by the Ministry in 
its official report (Cmd. 8204, page 
139), by saying that 

“the disturbance of a residential 
area caused by noise from a saw mill 
or a repair garage, by the smell or 
flies from pigsties, by dust or smoke 
from industry, or by the general 
bustle created by the establishment of 
a business . . . any development likely 
to concentrate traffic in places where 
there is not enough room to take it 
comfortably . . . anything ugly, dirty, 
noisy, crowded, destructive, intrusive 
or uncomfortable may ‘injure the in- 
terests of amenity’ and, therefore, be 
of concern to the Planning Authority.” 

In view of the particularity of this 
statement it is a pity that in recent 
decisions vague phraseology is still 
employed. Thus where an appellant 


< 
a 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


wished to erect 
among houses 
Minister said 

“He considers that the commercial 
uses which your client proposes to in- 
troduce into this area are quite out 
of place there and would undoubtedly 
harm its amenity.” 

A decision letter that concerned an 
appeal in Kent was a shade more 
specific. The appellants wished to use 
a disused Methodist chapel in Holling- 
bourne as a garage for three lorries 
They contended that no repair work 
would be carried out there and any 
noise made would be negligible com- 
pared with that emanating from the 
nearby street. 

“The Minister states that the build- 
ing is in a mainly residential neigh- 
bourhood and he agrees with the 
Council that its use for the purpose 
proposed would be out of keeping with 
the character of the village and tend 
to cause annoyance and disturbance 
to residents nearby.” 

It may reasonably be assumed that 
noise and traffic were the operative 
factors her ; nevertheless, it might 
have been more helpful had the deci- 
sive reasons been stated. 

Smell is also a thing to be considered 
and this is sometimes allied to noise. 
A prominent example is to be found 
in the case of piggeries. A certain 
Scottish appellant wished to erect a 
pighouse in a field on the outskirts of 
a small country town. The Secretary 
of State’s decision stated, among other 
things, that 

“the local planning authority con- 
tended that, in view of the situation ol 
the proposed pighouse near dwelling- 
houses the building should not be 
allowed.” 

In dismissing the appeal he stated 
that “it would be detrimental to the 
amenity of the neighbourhood and not 
in the interests of good planning” to 
allow the pighouse to be built on the 
site proposed. Probably much the 
same questions of noise and smell 
applied to a case at Blackpool in June, 
1953. In this instance a small plot of 
land, of about one fourteenth of an 
acre, among houses was to be used for 
building a hen cabin. It was said that 

“ While similar uses exist in the area 
he [the Minister] observes that the 
plots on which they are planned out 
are, for the most part, much larger 
than the site under appeal and that 
the other buildings are comparatively 
remote from dwellings and that the 
uses have been established for many 
years. He also notes that the Coun- 
cil consider, in the light of past ex- 
perience, that this type of development 
has an adverse effect on the surround- 
ing houses.” 

He added that the keeping of poultry 
on a small plot of land “cannot fail 


a garage building 
in Carmarthen the 


to cause annoyance to those living 
nearby.” 
This type of legitimate objection 


was much more clearly put in another 
case in 1953. The Minister refused to 
allow the erection of a marquee and 
tents at Rhyl. These were to be 


erected on a site bordering the resi- 
dential area and on an existing car- 
park. The Minister noted the un- 
attractive appearance of the site and 
said he might be prepared to allow a 
permanent building but 

“He takes the view, however, that 
the proposed tented theatre would do 
more harm to the appearance of the 
front than does the present car-park, 
and that the noise caused by perform- 
ances taking place under canvas would 
be an annoyance to those living and 
staying nearby.” 

Quite apart from matters of neigh- 
bourliness, that turn on questions of 
appearance, noise and the like, much 
depends on how suitable is the site for 
the proposed use. This may be illus- 
trated by two contrasting decisions 
made in 1953. In the first example the 
applicant wanted permission to con- 
tinue the use of some garages in Hen- 
don for storage purposes. The local 
authority refused because they said the 
proper use of the garages was for the 
accommodation of private motor 
vehicles. The appellant stated that 
there was nothing offensive to local 
residents in the use. The Minister, 
however, said in his letter that 

“While he appreciates that your 
client’s use of the premises is not 
offensive, he is bound to agree with the 
council that it is wrong to use this 
garage for storage purposes and that 
it should revert to its proper use as 
a lock-up garage. The evidence given 
by the Council as to the number of 
cars parked at night in the nearby 
streets seems to indicate that there is 
a need for garage facilities in the area.” 

It is interesting to compare this 
decision with one that concerned land 
at Gamlingay, Cambridgeshire. There 
permission was sought to erect a 
builder’s workshop in the village. The 
Minister rejected the objection raised 
on traffic grounds and went on to say 

“In his view the proposed develop- 
ment is not out of keeping with the 
activities normally carried on in a 
village community, and he notes that 
the local residents are in favour of it.” 

Accordingly he allowed the building 
of a carpenter’s shop and painter’s 
store subject to certain conditions as 
to design, siting and use of machinery. 

When development of the kind 
under discussion is to be carried out 
within the curtilage of a house all the 
foregoing considerations apply. It 
must, however, be borne in mind that, 
except in unusual circumstances, the 
very fact that the activities concerned 
are to take place within the curtilage 
often means that they are nearer to 
adjacent houses. This means that 
neighbourly considerations apply with 
extra force. An example may be 
quoted from Chelsfield, concerning a 
builder’s yard 

“In announcing his decision, the 
Minister states that he agrees with the 
council’s view that the builder’s yard 
is unsuitably sited in the garden of a 
privae house and close to other 
houses. He is satisfied that it should 
not be permitted to remain as a per- 
manent feature.” 
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In view, however, of the fact that 
the yard had been there for a long 
time without serious objection, a tem- 
porary permission was granted to 
enable removal to be effected con- 
veniently. 


Summary 


Broadly speaking, it seems true to 
say that if development to serve resi- 
dential areas is proposed in places 
reserved for that general purpose, 
little difficulty should be encountered. 
The Minister has, on many occasions, 
refused to accept contentions that there 
is already a sufficient amount of the 
service concerned already provided in 
the locality as adequate reason for 
refusal of planning permission. In 
such circumstances it also appears 
likely that reservations for special pur- 
poses within such areas by local 
authorities will require very strong 
support if they are to be upheld by 
the Minister as adequate reason for 
refusal of planning permission. More- 
over, while objections on the grounds 
of disturbance to neighbours may 
sometimes figure in such matters they 
are usually likely to be of no very great 
importance. 

Where development of the type 
under discussion is proposed on 
isolated sites among houses or within 
the curtilage of a house, neighbourly 
considerations do become important, 
The closer the development proposed 
to the surrounding houses the more 
important such considerations become. 
Lastly, leaving aside neighbourly con- 
siderations, it has to be asked how 
appropriate is the site for the develop- 
ment proposed. 


“Share Your Home” Scheme 
to End 


Housing Authorities in England and 
Wales are being asked by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government to 
notify householders who still have accom- 
modation registered with them under 
Defence Regulation 68 CB that the 
Government intend shortly before Decem- 
ber 10, 1954, to seek an Order in Council 
revoking the Regulation completely. 

Regulation 68 CB was introduced in 
1945 to encourage householders to let 
spare rooms to homeless or overcrowded 
people, or people coming to work in the 
district, pending the easing of the housing 
shortage through new building and the 
repair of war damage. A register of spare 
accommodation offered for this purpose 
was kept by the local authority. The 
regulation waived for the time being any 
clause in a tenancy or lease forbidding 
sub-letting in this way, and also provided 
that a letting would be outside the opera- 
tion of the Rent Restriction Acts, so that 
there should be no legal obstacle to end- 
ing an arrangement when it had become 
unsatisfactory to the householder 

Under the terms of the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Bill, now before Parliament, the 
occupant of a registered letting would still 
not have security of tenure under the Rent 
Restriction Acts, but any subsequent let- 
ting would come within those Acts. Any 
standard rent which may have been estab- 
lished before the registered letting would 
be a material consideration in assessing a 
fresh standard rent for the accommoda- 
tion. 


| 
win: 


Perspective of four early 19th-century 
reproduced by the Ministry of petsing and Local Government at 
Olympia. The plans are shown on the right. 


the Ideal 
Exhibition 


Houses at 


Home 


Saving Older Houses by Conversion 


PRACTICAL demonstration of how old, out-of-date 

but structurally sound houses can be made to play 
their full part in the housing drive is to be given by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government in their exhibit 
at the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, to be held at 
Olympia London, from March 2-27. 


The Ministry are reproducing full size part of a terrace 
of three-storey houses which were built well over a hundred 
years ago in Clarence Gardens, St. Pancras, London. 


There are four houses in the Olympia exhibit. The first 
is typical of this kind of house before conversion. There 
is no hot-water supply, and the only cold-water tap is in 
the kitchen. The w.c. is in the back garden. There is no 
electric light and fireplaces are old-fashioned and in- 
efficient. There are many such houses throughout the 
country; structurally sound, but lacking modern amenities 
and often too big for their present-day occupants. 


Grants Available 


By showing how houses of this sort can be converied or 
improved, the Ministry hope to stimulate the interest of 
house-owners in this kind of work, and to make better 
known the fact that grants of up to half the cost of the 
work on each resultant dwelling, subject toa maximum grant 
of £400 per unit, are available for improvement or for con- 
version. 

The next two houses show how houses of this type can 
be given a new lease of life. They have been converted hori- 
zontally into three self-contained flats—on the ground, first 
and second floors—to provide good, comfortable homes for 
three families where two had lived before. 

Each flat has its own bathroom and lavatory, hot water 
from an efficient modern stove fitted with a back boiler, 
and an electric or gas cooker. Each has a large living room, 
a kitchen and two bedrooms, but to illustrate the scope for 
conversion as fully: as possible, each has its own special 
treatment. 


houses which are being 
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me 


one 
storage 


MOUSE me: HOUSE mea 


FLAT wes 


HOUSES AS EXISTING HOUSES AS CONVERTED 


For instance, the top floor flat has a dining kitchen and 
part central heating; the first floor flat a central corridor 
to give access from the front door to all the rooms; the 
ground floor flat a shower instead of a bath, and a smaller 
principal bedroom because of the main entrance passage 
to the flats. 

Ealing Studios are reproducing the cumulative effects of 
age in designing the decoration and furnishing of the 
“before conversion” house. It is assumed that it is the 
home of an elderly couple and their unmarried daughter, 
who, now that the rest of the family no longer live with 
their parents, have a house which is too big as well as being 
uncomfortable. 


Furnished for under £225 


Then come the “after conversion” flats. It has been 
assumed that the top flat is occupied by a skilled craftsman, 
his wife and two young daughters. The Women’s Volun- 
tary Services are furnishing it on a “make do and mend” 
basis for less than £225. They have bought second-hand 
furniture and painted it, made new covers for chairs and 
cushions, and bought and made curtains from new 
pensive fabrics. 

Contemporary furnishings have been chosen by the 
Council of Industrial Design for the middle flat. Neither 
cheap nor luxurious, they represent value for money, good 
taste and modern thought. Here the occupants are taken 
to be a married couple with a mother-in-law living with 
them. 

The third—ground floor—flat is being used to show how 
the conversion is done. There are plans and a model of 
the scheme, and screens illustrating some of the problems 
likely to be met—dry rot, sound and thermal insulation and 
fire precautions. 


, inex- 


The theme of conversion and improvement is elaborated 
in the fourth house, where there is a display of photographs 
and drawings of this type of work, and where the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power and the Coal U tilisation Council are 
showing fires and stoves which can give an old 
modern standards of comfort and convenience 
cost in fuel. 


house 
at the least 


2Az 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 25 February 1954 


SELF-CONTAINED 
ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS (1) 

The Basic Problem 

The water heating service that has to be provided for the majority 
of households today consists in sup} x | water to not more 
than three or four té bat! and perhaps an 
il basin in a bedroom or il I r the use of from 
ix people, both children installation must 
be simple and economical, with runn! ts strictly governed by 


the quantity of hot water used, and no maintenance 
Two Satisfactory Solutions 


There are two ways in whi probl an be satisfactorily 
iived and both make use o first, electricity is 
ved as the sole means of heating the water, in the second it 
n conjunction with lid loi der to ensure a 

t water without the necessity for lighting a 

summer. In bot! experience has shown that 

are obtained b method whereby hot 
ored in a tank or cylinder fitted with an electric heating 
the capacity of the tank and the loading of the heater 
proportioned to the requirem« f the household with 
ufficient heat energy to meet an intermittent demand for varying 


quantities of hot water 


Storage Temperatures and Capacities 
he quantity of hot water stored a1 temperature may be 
idered as complementary temperature the 

being the quantity of water required (within limits). In 
ctice it is not found advisabl at temperatures 
above 160°F. for soft water as scale deposit 
becomes serious above this temperatur | tanding losses also 

h an uneconomical figure WH.2.) and waste may occur 

ling down water for washing 
desirable st 


minimum depend on these 


and the average weekly cor ion of hot water in a 
the table at the top of 
ining column. Any special req ents as to usage of hot 

| ascertained at 


al’’ household which can 


that economical 
meeting them can wo! | re the installation 

Generally aK! ti idvisable to store less 
allons at 160°F. or 20 ly the latter being 
t effective temperature for h water at the sink) unless 


isehold requirements art modest in this 


The Main Types of Factory-Made 
Self-Contained Heaters 


Electric water heaters suitable lomestic requirements 
can be selected from the wide range of ry-made self-contained 
units available 


particulars aré adjoining tables. 


the advantages of cor! lass construction 
sh, and very efficient thermal ilatior They are fitted 
or two thermostaticall eating elements as 
not likely to be s« isly affected by frost. As the 
elements are complete! ference to the 


always 100%, even if the 


ncrusted with 
se there 1s no other itlet I | t hat is to say 
with maximum effi hardness (or 
wate! Ip] i salety 
non-pressure 
there being 
Non-Pressure Types 


of this type have D ! 1 al . the highest 
f point. The open-outlet ty; ned serve only one 


t a time, be it bath, basin name implies, 


[ ADVERTISEMENT. ] 


Initial Gallons required 
Use Quantities Temp al 
140°F 
Hot bath galls. ( 16.2 134 

Handwashing gall. per ry 0.68 0.353 
usage 

gall. per 0.82 
meal 

House and floor galls. per 140 : 1.64 

cleaning day 

Laundry galls, per 140 10.00 8.20 

week 


Dishwashing 


These fizures assume a cold water tempermure of 54°F. 
which is the official average over the whole year. 


Capacity 

in galls 

Standard 
Loadings, kW. 5 1.00 1.00 1.50 1.50 2,00 
47h 574 594 


204 
Bottom 
Clearance (ins,) 12 4 


All models are fixed to walls : max, projection from wall face is 


diameter plus All dimensio: ven are maxima, 


Recommended top and side clearan 6 to Y ins, according to 
type and size of heater 


consult mai rticulars, 
14 gallon and 3 gallon models may be conn direct to water 


main: check local requirements with Water Supply Authorities, 


Capacity 
in pals 20 
loadi gs, kW 
Max. o 
He ight {ins.) 58] 
Max. dia 
(ins.) 184 204 
Bottom 
clearance (ins.} 18 24 0) 30 
Mounting Wall Wall Wall Wall or floor 


Other models with capacities of 40, 50, 60 and 109 galions are 


available, all of floor mounting type with front entry horizontal 
heating elements. Cold supply from separate cistern. 


pipe essential 


Capacity Loading kW Height Diam 


Top Bottom 


4 


ll models are made with flat bases to stand on the floor. In some 
fases Variation loadings of heaters is possible, consult 
makers, Cold supply from separate cistern. Vent pipe essential, 
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f 
| DOMESTIC ELECTRIC WATER HEATING te. 
: 
fact 
the 
wate! 
means 

is put ll 
than 18 
the lowe 
the ho 
respect 

All hi is 
with 
require 
heat 
Size 
Galls ins ins. 
20 33 20 “ae 
10 47 20 
40 6! 
All h 
dra 


is provided with an open outlet, usually in the form of a swivelling 
spout through which hot water flows when a tap on the cold 
inlet pipe is turned on to let water into the water heater. Capacities 
vary from 1} to 30 gallons and all models should be fitted above 
the point of use, e.g., bath, basin, sink, washing machine, etc.: 


4 COLD he 


space should be made available where necessary for the withdrawal 
of the heating element which enters the storage vessel from 
the bottom. 

Cistern type heaters are provided with an integral cold feed 
cistern immediately above the hot storage vessel from which it is 
insulated and into which the vent pipe discharges. rheir 
application and installation will be discussed in WH.2. 
Pressure Types 


These heaters are designed for use when hot water is required 
from more than one tap at a time. All models are totally enclosed, 
and fed from the usual ball-valve cistern like a solid-fuel-operated 
system. They are very efficiently insulated and are provided with 
connections for the hot water draw-off pipe which is continued 
upwards to turn over above the ball-valve cistern as vent, and a 
drain cock. They will supply all the hot water needed for a house 
or flat, and can be installed at ground floor level, the larger sizes 
of heaters being designed to stand on the floor. Capacities vary 
from 12-100 gallons (see Table overleaf). Pressure type heaters 
are widely used, especially in the dual element form. 

Dual Element Pressure Type Heaters 


The 20 gallon size, which is most frequently used, is designed 
to stand under the draining board beside the sink, where it is 
nearest to the most frequently used tap in the house. In most 
cases one heating element of 500 watts loading, mounted in the 
upper part of the storage vessel, is permanently connected to the 
electricity supply, under control of its thermostat so as to provide 


about 6 gallons of hot water for general daily use. The lower 
heater of 2,500 watts is brought into use when larger quantities of 
x hot. water are required, e.g., for baths or laundry work, by 
ae operating a switch mounted on the heater. This arrangement, 
SINK with efficient insulation and thermostatic control of both heaters 
a ; and optional reduction in the quantity of hot water stored when 


T : 1 a BATH demand is. low, ensures the lowest possible consumption of 


electricity, especially when the heater is situated near the sink. 
Installation of Factory-Made Self-Contained 
Pressure Type Water Heaters 

With all domestic electric water heating systems, no waste of heat 
O er ce oy se is possible in the transfer of energy from the electricity to the 
water, the heating unit being completely immersed. Waste of 
heat can and does occur, however, from the heated water to the 


surrounding air through the walls of pipes leading to the taps, and 

SOLD FEED ‘ 
from the hot storage vessel if it is not efficiently insulated like a 
factory-made water heater. Thus only the position of the heatet 


SINK Roms : and the length of the draw-off pipes call for consideration 
kitchen and bathri om should be either adjacent or one above the 
+ Lr BATH | other. As this arrangement is also to be desired in the interests of 
drainage and plumbing economy no _ additional planning 
° complications are involved. The essential point is that electrically 


heated water must not circulate or be used for warming the 


bathroom or linen cupboard. There is nothing to be gained by 
O Cr | : insulating the draw-off pipes. For heaters above 3 gallons capacity, 


connection to the electricity supply should be made through a 


13 Or 15 amp. socket-outlet, or the heater may be permanently 


TC) LOWER FLOORS 


Note that cold feed to electrie water heaters should branch 
Sroim the downfeed at a point above the top of the heaters on 
upper floors (not as shawn dotted) to prevent them from 
being emptied when a heater below is drained down. 


j For further details apply to 
British Electrical Development Association 


2 Savoy Hill, London, W.C.2. Temple Bar 9434 


connected through a switch fixed in a convenient ‘position to cut 
oft the current when required for maintenance purposes. The 
small heaters may be connected through a 5 amp. socket outlet 
suitably placed. 
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FUME CUPBOARDS, HAMMERSMITH HOSPITAL 


ARCHITECTS: RAMSEY, MURRAY AND WHITE 
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THE CHASE COUNTY SECONDARY SCHOOL, Poolbrook, Malvern 


L. C. Lomas, F.R.1.B.A., County Architect, Worcester. Associate Architects: Robinson & Kay, A.R.1.B.A. Stourbridge 
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HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 
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one year the 


Was reduced 
by 444 clear saving of 910 Ballons, whieh 
would have cost £5 more than double the 

b, Cost of the Fibreglass, And you Can insulate 
a 3-bedroomed house, with Fibreglass, just 
| 


as eflectively for £7, 
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MORE IDEAL 


Bedrooe 3 


her 
House 


Bedroom |. 
14.10% 


Bedroom 2! 


Ox id 


Dining Room 


10-#* 


The Davis House 


Unity Structures Ltd.—Fiats 
Bedroom 2 


243 


HOMES, 1954 


Olympia Village, 1954, which 
Mr. Trevor Smith, L.R.I.B.A., 
has designed at the housing dis- 

lay at the Daily Mail Ideal 

ome Exhibition at Olympia 
consists of two houses and one 
block of flats, built by private 
undertakings and another set of 
flats exhibited by the Ministry 
of Housing previously described. 
In addition, there are seven 
shops designed for the sale of a 
variety of commodities. 

The Davis House, built by 
Davis Estates, Ltd., of Kilburn, 
is of traditional design and offers 
the maximum of uncramped 
space within a floor area of a 
little less than 1,000 feet. 

Two features of this house are 
the kitchen which is of ample 
size to permit meals being con- 
sumed in comfort, and the third 
bedroom, which is much larger 
than the average. The idea be- 
hind this is that the room can 
be used either as a Guest Room 
or a Nursery, 

r10uses »milar to this are 
being erected on the various 
Davis Estates in and around 
London, Southern England and 
the Midlands, varied in style to 
suit the requirements of the 
locality. They cost, depending 
on individual circumstances, 
about £2,750. 

The Berg 1954 Exhibition 
House is “a fine residence in 
the Tudor style.” 

stone-faced entrance 
loggia leads to an attractive 
lounge hall with oak door, in 
which is conveniently accommo- 
dated a cloakroom and toilet. 
There is a dining recess of 
llft 6in x 10ft 9in. 

“The lounge is 22ft x 13ft 6in 
with a fireplace serving the room 
efficiently with necessary heating 
during the winter and can then 
be transformed to decorative 
furnishing during the summer 
months. Four casements give 
access to the garden.” 

The kitchen (18ft7ft) is 
aimed at saving all possible 
labour. 

There is also a built-in break- 
fast nook with a folding table 
and seats for four or five per- 
sons, providing alternative facili- 
ties for hasty, informal or 
occasional meals. 

The Berg house has four large 
bedrooms—I1I4ft 3in x 13ft 6in, 
13ft 6inx9ft, llft10ft 
10ft 9in x 7ft 8in and can obvi- 
ously accommodate’ large 
family by modern standards. 

The price is £4,495. Garage 
18ft x 9ft, £180. 

The Unity Structures, Lid., 
have hitherto specialized in one- 
and two-storey buildings, of 
which some 10,000 have now 
been occupied. The experience 
gained in that field they have 
utilized to satisfy the increasing 
demand for blocks of flats. 

The example built at the 
Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibi- 
tion this year is a three-storey 
prototype from a range which 
eventually will include taller 
blocks of flats, of one, two and 
three bedrooms each. 


The Berg 
3 22 if 
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Frosen Pipes 


IKE many others I have noted the 


numerous letters in the daily 
ress on this subject and both the 
itor and I have had a number of 
other letters sent directly to us. All 
these letters endeavour to point out 
the short-comings of our industry and 
cry out for immediate remedies. 
Strangely none seems to offer any 
remedies, and most of them ask ques- 
tions but few, if any, suggest that, as 
I suggested last week, at least a part 
of the trouble lies with the failure of 
occupiers to take simple precautions 
or heat their buildings adequately. I 
am surprised also that there remain 
so many householders who have been 
caught out before but have not taken 
steps to prevent recurrence. 
ne letter in the Times criticized the 
suggestion, and one I put forward last 
week, that to put the plug in a waste 
would save much trouble; the writer 
of the criticism pointed out that the 
water-seal in the trap freezes in spite 
of the plug. A precaution against this 
freezing of traps, which seems success- 
ful, is to put a handful of salt in the 
trap to each fitting in the house before 
going to bed. The real precaution 
against freezing in traps is obviously to 
maintain a reasonable temperature in- 
side buildings and when this is not 
possible at least a temperature between 
32 and 34 deg F. 

Several letters ask what other coun- 
tries do to avoid the damage and in- 
convenience which seem to have to 
be accepted in this country. I believe 
the answer is fairly simple. In 
countries where periodic hard frost is 
to be expected it is general to adopt 
more complete heating of buildings at 
higher temperatures than is normal 
here and to accompany this with inter- 
nal plumbing and the installation of 
such insulation and draughtproofing as 
are necessary to maintain economically 
the necessary temperatures indoors. It 
should be remembered that in most 
other countries where low tempera- 
tures are expected, they also anticipate 
strong winds which make poor instal- 
lations very vulnerable without ade- 
quate construction. 

These basic differences in construc- 
tion and in the design of installation 
together with the maintenance of 
higher indoor temperatures appear to 
be accepted as necessities if modern 
standards of constant water supplies 
are required. This merely brings us 
back to my theory that all these hard 
weather troubles could be overcome 
easily if the clients would be willing to 
accept slightly higher first costs; I do 
not believe that in fact the higher costs 
would be large except that involved 
in providing the means of maintaining 
high basic internal temperatures. As 
for running costs, agai ae only pos- 
sible extra cost is a little more fuel 
but even this may not be incurred by 
those who have efficient methods of 
providing background heating. 


I was very attracted by the idea put 
forward in another letter in the Times 
which suggested that the R.LB.A. 
should give “some specific guidance 
in respect of this important aspect of 
house design.” I think the R.I.B.A. 
might do this but as was questioned in 
a reply by Mr. Howard Lobb, how can 
its members put it over in the many 
houses for which, unfortunately, they 
are not responsible. Is the answer a 
Code of Practice? I have looked up 
the Codes of Practice for guidance on 
this subject and C.P. 310 Water 
Supply gives a considerable amount of 
information on the protection of pipes 
and water storage containers. 

The advice given in this Code of 
Practice is very sound and is exactly 
what most architects would advise 
their clients to adopt. It may be that 
some of us are inclined to assume that 
the plumber will automatically do the 
right thing and that is where we are 
let down if our drawings and specifi- 
cations are not precise in the indica- 
tion of the main pipe runs, require- 
ments for lagging and protection of 
pipes and cisterns. owever, this 
code being for water supply installa- 
tions must assume that those who 
consult it for guidance on water 
installations will have read and carried 
out the requirements for good con- 
struction of the walls and roof of the 
building receiving the water installa- 
tion. 

The provision of adequate thermal 
insulation of new buildings is called 
for in Byelaw 78 of the M.O.H. Model 
Byelaws, which one assumes are being 
generally accepted for the revisions of 
local byelaws. Equally the new Model 
Byelaws for Scotland ask for similar 
provisions. These requirements should 
in time contribute considerably to the 
reduction of damage by frost but they 
are not a complete safeguard without 
the association of the maintenance of 
reasonable internal temperatures and 
unless higher levels of construction are 
adopted than those given as “deemed 
to satisfy” the basic byelaw. It should 
also be borne in mind that the M.O.H. 
Model Water Byelaws (Series XXI) of 
1949 require, in ciause 20, every water 
fitting laid or fixed in such a position, 
whether inside or outside a building, 
as to render it liable to damage by 
frost, or injury from other causes, shal! 
be reasonably protected from such 
damage or injury. I have no idea how 
many supply companies have adopted 
this clause but it would seem very 
desirable that they should and, in 
addition, that they should be very 
heavy handed in its enforcement as 
not only is it in the interest of 


economy of water, since frost damage 
wastes much water, but it is in the 
interest of building occupiers as a safe- 
guard against lack of water, great in- 
convenience and very high cost of 
of damage. 

have stressed lagging and good 


placing of pipes as I am sure these con- 
tribute greatly towards less frost 
failures since one cannot depend on 
householders, especially those with 
lower incomes, to maintain adequate 
temperatures in their buildings nor can 
one count on a proportion of house- 
holders taking the simple precautions 
which can eliminate so much trouble. 
However, I have lived in a house since 
1939 without suffering any failure of 
water supplies or other associated in- 
conveniences due to frost, and yet no 
cold water pipe nor the cold cistern in 
the roof is lagged. I attribute this im- 
munity from trouble to good building, 
to adequate heating and to leaving open 
the doors of the bathroom, the w.c.s, 
the scullery and the tank room in the 
roof so that the general heat of the 
house reaches them all and keeps their 
temperature above 32° F. even with a 
recorded outside temperature of 18° F.; 
the walls are llin cavity brickwork, 
the roofing is tiles on felt and boarding 
with care taken to see that there is no 
wind penetration at the eaves. Main 
cold water pipes are fixed on internal 
walls although they pass through the 
larder and first floor w.c., both of which 
have permanent ventilation and the cold 
water cistern is kept about 2in away 
from the gable wall of the roof which 
is entirely exposed to the north-east 
wind. No special costs whatever were 
incurred in the plumbing installation 
to offset frost risks. 


I think it is worth giving here the 
recommendations in C.P. 310 which 
are worth noting in connection with 
frost risks as they are very simple. 
First, there are those taken from clause 
317 which recommends that all piping 
should be shielded from the effects of 
frost and particularly from cold 
draughts of air which may cause local 
freezing. This can be facilitated by the 
planning of buildings so that piping 
can be fixed in protected places. Piping 
in roof spaces, in ventilated air spaces 
under floors, or in unheated cellars 
should be adequately lagged with insu- 
lating materials. Roof spaces which 
contain pipes or cisterns should be 
enclosed so as to exclude draughts of 
air, and the piping should not be placed 
within about 6ft of the eaves. The 
rising pipe to the storage cistern should 
be taken as directly as possible to the 
cistern and should be fixed to iriternal 
walls, near a chimney flue if possible 
(but not so near as to cause undue 
heating of the water) and away from 
windows or ventilators. Piping inside 
buildings should not be attached to 
external walls of the building if this 
can be avoided; where this cannot be 
avoided the piping should be attached 
by brackets which prevent contact 
between the piping and the wall, or 
wooden battens or other insulating 
materials should be interposed between 
the piping and the walls. 

Clause 322 recommends that cisterns, 
fixed in roof spaces or otherwise 
exposed to frost risks, should be 
protected by an efficient lagging of 
insulating material. This may consist of 
an outer casing of wood, spaced at 

(Continued on page 245) 
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the 16,500 buildings in Brest were in 
ruins. Today, as these pictures show, 
a new Brest has arisen—clean, spacious 
and strong. More than 80 per cent. 
of the new buildings are roofed with 
zinc. 

Storms and corrosion are serious 
problems in a seaport such as Brest. 
Only roofs of the most practical, 
hard-wearing type can survive. A 
century’s experience before the war 
had proved the overwhelming 
superiority of zinc. 

There are now no restrictions on the 
use of zinc. Supplies are abundant, 
and likely to remain so for many years. 
The price has fallen considerably, and 
zinc is again one of the most econ- 
omical roofing materials. 


ZINC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, 


AFTER THE LIBERATION, over 14,000 of 


alt air is an old enemy... — _ 


The Zinc Development Association 
will be pleased to send its publications 
to potential users, together with lists 
of all zinc building 
materials and of firms specializing in 
zinc work. 


of stockists 
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least 2in away from the sides and 
bottom of. the cistern, the space being 
filled with insulating materials such as 
slag-wool. An additional wooden cover, 
lined with insulating material, may be 
fixed at least 2in above the normal 
cover but not so as to be airtight. 

Clause 503 recommends that the 
minimum thickness of insulating 
material for lagging cold water piping 
inside buildings should be 4in in the 
case of glass in fibre form, compressed 
felt, and felted slag or mineral wool, 
and in in the case of asbestos, com- 
pressed baked cork and granulated 
cork (raw or baked). 

It would seem that it would be 
worthwhile for every architect, builder 
and plumber who find it difficult to 
persuade their clients to pay for adequate 
planning and protection of pipes and 
cisterns to draw attention to C.P. 310 
As already said, the costs are very small 
in relation to those of repairing damage 
caused by the omission of these pre- 
cautions 

There is obviously little justification 
for failure to take precautions in new 
buildings but what can be suggested 
to avoid recurrences of trouble in 
existing buildings? Undoubtedly the 
most common failure is the freezing of 
a bend at eaves level which cannot 
easily, if at all, be reached from inside 
the roof. This trouble I have cured in 
two houses by taking off tiles from out- 
side and inserting insulating material 
from outside to connect up with pipe 
lagging applied as far as could be 
reached from inside. It will be found 
that many rising mains are in lead pipe 
which can be freed from the wall suffi- 
ciently to insert a pipe covering or at 
least a piece of lin board to act as an 
insulation from the wall. There is 
usually little difficulty in lagging 
pipes and cisterns in roof spaces. Much 
can also be achieved to improve insu- 
lation in roof spaces as 1 number of 
materials are available in forms, such 
as quilts, which are easy to handle. The 
most difficult problems arise from 
wind penetration at eaves as the sources 
are often so inaccessible. 


DUTCH UNCLE 


TWO NEW B:S. 

(B.S. 2072: 1954) This British Stan- 
dard specifies requirements for precast 
reinforced concrete hay barns with 
pitched roofs and is comparable with 
B.S. 1754 which was published in 1951 


and covered steel hay barns with 
curved roofs. Price 2s 6d. 
The standard provides for barns 


having truss centres of 15ft; spans of 
24ft, 27ft and 30ft, and two heights of 
1Sft and 18ft. The basis for the 
design of the structural framing is 
given, together with requirements for 
the materials and workmanship 

(B.S. 2081 : 1954) This British Stan- 
dard has been prepared to provide a 
criterion for assessing the adequacy of 


the construction and basic design of 
portable chemical closets. Price 2s. 

[he appliance is of the self-con- 
tained type either with or without a 
separate sewage container, and whilst 
provision may be made for connecting 
to external ventilation, this is not to be 
an essential feature for compliance 
with the requirements given in the 
standard. 

lhe requirements, so far as possible, 
have been based on performance and 
the general design is left to the indivi- 
dual manufacturer provided that there 
is compliance with certain overall 
dimensions and requirements for per- 
formance of the materials used in the 
construction. 

Provision is made for the appliance 
to be marked with the B.S. number 
and there is also to be a permanent 
indication of the type of chemical fluid 
to be used with the particular design 
of the appliance. 

It is proposed to issue a British 
Standard dealing with fluids for use 
in chemical closets and this is now in 
preparation but it was considered 
helpful to issue the British Standard 
for appliance in advance of the one for 
fluids since indication of a suitable 
fluid has to be given by the manufac- 
turer, and this will ultimately include 
a reference to the B.S. for fluids. 


TIMBER NOTES 


FTER the first flush of cash sales 
of softwood from the merchants’ 
yards following consumer freedom, the 
market has now settled to a much lower 
level, and many in the trade are con- 
cerned at the restriction upon trading 
imposed by present high softwood 
prices. However, there has been no 
sign of weakness in the softwood mar- 
ket, and good Scandinavian redwood 
productions are still priced at £80 and 
a little over for a standard on f.o.b. 
terms. 

In the lower qualities there is ex- 
pected to be some early weakness, but so 
far the market in 1954 has been strong. 
Canadian softwood is most competitive 
in price in spite of the higher freight. 
Much of the trouble over Scandinavian 
prices is to be found in the insistence 
of the building trade upon good red- 
wood for many jobs, although the work 
can often be done in whitewood or 
lower-quality redwood. 

Quite large sales of Government 
stocks are now taking place and will 
continue for a couple of months. Ten- 
ders are invited by the Timber Direc- 
torate for the whole of the national 
hardwood stock, with the bulk in oak, 
and tenders can be made by anyone. 
In the past sales have been restricted 
to the hardwood trade itself, but now 
the Government seems to be following 
the guide given by the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Practices Commission. The 
plywood stock is also being offered to 
all-comers, and now there is no need 
for the trade to buy this plywood to 
obtain import licences, for plywood 
imports from all countries outside the 
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dollar areas are to be freed from 
March 1. 

Hardwood prices are now extremely 
low, and later imports will probably be 
at higher prices, so the opportunity pre- 
sented by the present sales (which can 
be expected to show low values) must 
enable many businesses to obtain stocks 
cheaply. Toa slightly lesser degree the 
same applies to the plywood stock. 

Plywood import freedom has not 
been granted solely to the approved 
importers on the Timber Trade Feder- 
ation list, but to any firm wishing to 
arrange such imports. 

No real consolation on prices for soft- 
wood can be given the user to-day. 
Imports for the first half of this year 
will be at prices much higher than 
stocks now being sold, and the feeling 
in the trade is that there must be small 
hope of any reduction in softwood 
prices until after the summer. 

Builders will be pleased to hear of 
increased import allowances to the 
trade for building board quotas. With 
supplies short in particular brands, and 
delivery dates quoted being several 
weeks ahead, this increase, which is 
approximately a fifth of the total quota 
import for the first six months of this 
year, will prevent any true shortage of 
board developing, and it is anticipated 
importing freedom will be granted for 
the second half of the year. 

Stocks of softwood in Britain at the 
beginning of the year were estimated 
at slightly over 600,000 standards, with 
650,000 standards under contract for 
delivery this year. Even with freedom 
from softwood consumer licensing, 
there can be no danger of any shortage 
this year. 


Fuel Efficiency Exhibition 


AS exhibition promoting fuel 
efficiency and smoke abatement 
was opened by the Rt. Hon. Harold 
Macmillan, M.P., on Monday, Febru- 
ary 15 in the small exhibition “hall” 
in Charing Cross Underground Sta- 
tion. The exhibition is organized by 
the Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation, 
a group of firms producing 38,500,000 
tons of smokeless fuel a year. 

One of the main objects of the 
Federation is to ensure that solid, 
smokeless fuels are used efficiently as 
possible, 

The objects of this exhibition are (a) 
to demonstrate the increased efficiency 
of modern appliances using solid 
smokeless fuels, and (b) to show the 
cause, effect and cure of smog. The 
exhibition also covers insulation and 
other methods of making the most of 
the heat when you have got it. The 
“live” part of the exhibition, various 
fires and stoves burning the recom- 
mended fuels, is coupled with a 
machine that measures smoke. The 
consumption of fuel is checked and 
the claimed efficiencies verified. 

A number of interesting and very in- 
formative leaflets are available on the 
subject and there are fully qualified 
representatives to answer questions. 
The exhibition closes on March 9. 
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WOSAIGS 


SERVICES 
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES 
B5/37 


A new type of 5 amp flush tumbler-switch for A.C. Circuits has been 
ntroduced by J. A. Crabtree & Co. Led., of Lincoln Works, Walsall, Staffs. 
In adopting the short break principle the switch unit is small and operates 
silently. The single unit can be had with either one or two-way switches, 
the double unit with two one-way, one one-way and one two-way or two 
two-way switches, Ali are made in Cream or Brown. There is available a 
selection of plaster depth and deep boxes for fixing 


PLANT 
WELDING EQUIPMENT 


Philips Electrical Led., Century House, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W.C.2, have brought out a new Dual Current 
Re. ifier which is designed to give an outpu: of 40-240 
amps A.C. or 10-80 amps D.C. In both A.C. and D.C. 
ranges the output is infinitely variable and a calibrated 
scale is fitted to indicate the welding current on 
either range. 


The rectifier is suitable for connection to 3-phase 


380-440 V. 50 cycle supply, it can also be supplied for 
2-phase, 200-220 V. 50 cycle supply. 


PLANT 
BLOCKMAKING MACHINE 
E8/6 


The Sevec Model M Solid Blockmaking machine, 
distributed by Straight and Vines Ltd., 42, 43 Ibex 
House, Minories, London, £.C.3, will manufacture 
partition and walling blocks 18in x Yin x 2, 3 and 4in 
in thickness using concrete or breeze. This machine 
makes the block flat, a method recently developed. 
It is claimed to have many advantages over the usual 
vertical system, 300-325 blocks an hour can be made, 
8 blocks a minute have been produced over short 
periods, The blocks are ejected on to a gravity roller 
conveyor which is supplied with the machine. The 
machine is now produced mounted on wheels. 


FINISHES 
LIGHT DIFFUSING 
D2/4 


Two recent additions to the range of con- 
temporary light fittings by Falk, Stadelmann 
& Co. Led., 91 Farringdon Road, E.C.!. Top 
The Capella, a surface mounted ceiling fitting 
with a pierced aluminium collar and 3-ply 
satin finished white-opal glass with a serrated 
edge aluminium reflector and steel ceiling 
plate. Below: The Almak, a semi-recessed 
ceiling fitting using the same collar and 
glass as the Capella. Cost: The Almak, 
£3 6s 8d, che Capella, £4 13s 4d. 


INDUSTRIAL NOTES 


@ THE March issue (out Feb. 26) of our 
associated journal, Mechanical Handling, 
will contain full advance details of the 
4th Mechanical Handling Exhibition and 
Convention, which the journal is organiz- 
ing at Olympia from June 9-19, 1954. 
Designed specially for overseas buyers, 
it will include an illustrated feature on the 
equipment to be displayed; a preliminary 
list of names and addresses; first notifica- 
tion of exhibition plans and facilities; and 
an advance Convention programme. 

This biennial exhibition, covering over 
250,000 sq ft of floor space, attracts 
buyers from all over the world—45,428 
attended in 1952. Free admission tickets 
are available from the Exhibition 
Manager, Dorset House, Stamford Street, 
London, S.E.1. 

Copies of the March issue of 
Mechanical Handling, price 2s 6d, can be 
obtained from all newsagents, or direct 
from Dorset House 


@ The Costain Company, Lid., of New- 
mains, has issued a statement refuting a 
suggestion that the plant was being 
threatened with a closure. Contracts on 
hand will keep the plant at work for two 
years. The factory was established six 
years ago and is one of the biggest in 
the country engaged on the type of work 
involved, concrete sleeper manufacture. 
Since coming to Newmains, Costain have 
produced over a million concrete pre- 
stressed sleepers for British Railways. 
They are also making precast concrete 
floors for factories, hospitals, schools and 
houses and are also doing beams, bridge 
girders and lamp standards. 


@ Highworth Processes, Ltd., in making 
arrangement for the construction of the 
Highworth Houses, have’ granted to 
Messrs. Holland & Hannen and Cubitts 
for the area centred round London and 
Bristol che right of construction of all 
types other than the detached house for 
owner occupation. 

Enquiries may be addressed either to 
Messrs. Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 
S.W.1, or to Highworth Processes, Ltd.., 
Highworth, Swindon, Wilts. It is hoped 
to continue this development and that in 
other districts contractors interested in 
the houses will communicate with High- 
worth Processes, Ltd 

The houses are accepted by Building 
Societies for maximum loans, and houses 
for owner occupation may be built by 
approved contractors with components 
supplied by Highworth Processes, Ltd 


@ Timber to the value of nearly 
£164,000,000 was shipped to over 100 sea- 
ports in the United Kingdom in 1952; 
£360 worth of timber was also brought 
into airports. 

From official records of H.M. Customs 
& Excise, the Timber Development Asso- 
ciation has now produced a detailed 
analysis of these figures showing the 
quantities and values of every type of 
timber to arrive at each port and compara- 
tive figures are given for 1938, which has 
been taken as a typical pre-war year 

This is the third annual edition of 
T.D.A.’s port analysis of timber imports, 
a statistical survey which is not published 
elsewhere. Copies may be obtained from 
the Timber Development Association, 21, 


College Hill, London, E.C.4, at 1s each. 


CORRECTION 
In Mosaic No. A3/6 in the issue of 
4th February, the reinforced wood wool 
slabs are manufactured by Halcrete 
Panels, Ltd., of Stockley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex, and not as stated. 
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data of 
locality and 
in bold type. 
(a) type of 
for application. 
stated in the 


Notes below give basic 
contracts open under 
authority which are 
References indicate : 
work, (b) address 
Where no town is 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


AL hd. 


ALL cLasses F ERECTED 
_ DESIGNED 


ENGLISH TIMBERS 


Oak Planks 
Half-Timbering, or scantling to size. 


for Building and Joinery Trades, 
for Cills, 


Architects’ designs for Panelling and 
exclusive furniture faithfully interpreted. 


GATES AND OAK DOORS 
A SPECIALITY 


Seasoned quartered boards for 

Panelling, etc Machining done and Joinery 

manufactured for the trade. Gates and Fencing. 
Established 1884. 


WYCKHAM BLACKWELL Ltd. 


Hampton-in-Arden, BIRMINGHAM 
Telephone : HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN, 3 


Flooring, 


AU FEU 


OU EST VOTRE 


NU-SWIFT 


Serving mankind in more than 50 

countries, Nu-Swift are the World's 

fastest and most reliable Fire 
Extinguishers. 

NU-SWIFT LTD + ELLAND - YORKS 

Ship of the Royal Navy 


In Every 


CAN BE MADE 
BONE DRY 


DAMP WALLS 


WITH ONLY 


ONE COAT OF 


Penetrex === 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 


Absolutely Colourless, Penetrex does 
its job thoroughly, on all surfaces. Our 

side or Inside overs 30 Square 

Yords Sold by Builders’ Merchants in oll sizes from 
Quart tins to 10 Gallon drums Send for price and 
name of necrest stockists to 


F. A. WINTERBURN LTD. 


Lithes Products 
LEEDS,6. Tel.: 


One galior 


bneor 
HOLBORN STREET, 26692 


CONTRACT 
NEWS ° 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


ARNOLD U.C. (a) (1) 8 garages, Killi- 
sick Housing Estate; (2) 7 garages, Cross 
Street Housing Estate. (b) Council’s 
Surveyor, Arnot Hill House. (e) March 
26 
BATH C.C. (a) Improvements to Roman 
Museum, Roman Baths. (b) City 
Planning Officer and Architect, 7, North 
Parade Buildings. (c) 2gns. (e) March 15. 


BEBINGTON B.C. (a) 44 houses, Tee- 
1ey Lane, Higher Bebington. (b) Borough 


Engineer, Brackenwood, Higher Bebing- 
ton, (c) 2gns. (e) March 12. 


BOURNEMOUTH B.C. 


ind 12 


(a) 34 houses 
bungalows, West Howe Estate. 


b) Borough Architect, Town Hall. (c) 
2gns e) March 16. 

BRACKLEY R.C. (a) 30 houses, Kings 
Sutton, Northants. (b) Messrs. Forsyth 
Lawson, Cunningham and Partners, 30, 
Horse Fair, Banbury. (c) 2gns. (d) 
March 1 


BRADFIELD R.C. (a) 9 pairs of bunga- 
lows with necessary site works, etc., 
Stephen’s Firs, Mortimer, Berks. (b) 
Council’s Clerk, Council Offices, 26, Bath 
Road, Reading. (c) 2gns. (e) March 5. 


BRADFORD C.C. 


(a) 12 houses, Brad- 
ford Road, Clayton. 


(b) City Engineer, 


Town Hall, 1. (c) 2gns. (e) March 8. 
CARDIFF C.C. (a) Erection of dwellings 
as follows, at Llanrumney, Cardiff: 


Contract 1) 31 houses and bungalows; 

Contract 17 bungalows and flats; 

Contract 3) 30 houses; (Contract 4) 46 

Contract 5) 69 houses, flats and 

bungalows. (b) City Surveyor, City Hall. 
2gns. (e) March 13. 


houses; 


CASTLE DONINGTON R.C. (a) 2 
pairs of houses and 1 shop, Main Street, 
Long Whatton. (b) Messrs. McCarthy, 
Collings and Co., 187, Forest Road, Coal- 
ville c) 2gns. (e) March 15. 

* 

DOVER B.C. (a) Terrace of 6 houses 
and 8 houses in pairs, with services and 
works, Aycliffe. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Brook House c) 2gns. (e) March 9. 

FARNHAM U.C. (a) 3 pairs of bunga- 
lows, Greenhill Way. (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, Council yg Annexe, South 
Street c) 2gns. ) 20. 


Site 


FORMBY U.C, 


site 


(a) 5 houses, Cheapside 
E ngineer and Surveyor, Council 


Offices c) 2gns. 16 
GUILDFORD B.C. (a) 37 airs of 
house + Barn; 3 blocks of 8 flats, 


Bushy Hil 
4 ffices, 


b) Borough Engineer, Muni- 
High Street. (c) 2gns. (e) 


> 

GUILDFORD B.C. (a) Conversion of 
old fire station, North Street, into a public 
convenience b) Borough Engineer, 
Municipal Offices, High Street. (c) 2gns. 


address it is the same as the locality 
Ag in the heading, (c) deposit, (¢) 
ast date for application, (e) lost date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked x are 
given in the advertisement section. 


KINNEAR 
SHUTTERS 


MULLEN 
LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 


41 EAGLE STREET, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


LONDON: 


YDON: 
CH Ancery 7422/3/4 


cRO : 
ADDiscombe 1264 


BOSTWICK 
METALWORK 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION & 


OUTSTANDING EXCELLENCE 
GATE & 
BOSTWICK SATE. Co. Ltd. 
Original Patentees of the Collapsible Gate. 
HYTHE ROAD, WILLESDEN, N.W.10 


Telephone : LADbroke 366! 


TILEART RUBBER 
FLOOR TILES 


Giving Years of Hard 
Wear and good Service 
Resilient & Distinctive 


For Offices, Stores, Stairs, 
Kitchens, Conteens, 
Bathrooms etc. 


Phone 
TER minus 


Supplied & Laid on Wood or Concrete ouahinn UK. 


of Decorative Colours 


Trade Enquiries Invited 


TILEART RUBBER FLOORING Co. itd Size 12° « 12° 
364, City Road London €E.C.!. - thick 


| 29 
| | 
| 
| Contractors and 
Joinery Specialists 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
— 


(a) 12 houses, Moor 
Street. (b) Bor » Municipal 


Buildings. (©) (e March 8, 


HEYWOOD. B.C. (a 12 Barker 
Street. (b) Bor eer, Municipal 
Buildings. (c) 2gns. (e) March 8. 


HUYTON-WITH-ROBY U.C. (a) 72 
houses in 2 contracts of 36 houses each, 


St. John’s Rogd (East) site. (b) Chief 

Architectural Assistant, Council Offices, 

Huyton, (c) 2gns. (e) 
arc 


* * 
LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BOARD. (a) Alterations to existi 
wards and erection of an occupatio 


hut, Stanley Royd ospital, 
(b Aschinect to the Board, 
Park Parade, arrogate. (c) 2gns. (d) 


March 3. April 6. 


HOLLAND | C.C, (a) of Whap- 
lode County ee School, (b) County 


County Hall, Boston, Lincs. 


* 

LONDON —CAMBERWELL B.C. (a) 
6 blocks of flats and maisonnettes contain- 
ing 130 dwelli 8, Permanent Housing 
Site No. 50 (Pelican Yard). (b) Town 
Clerk, Town Hall, Peckham Road, S.E.5. 
(c) 5gns. (d) March 8. 

LONDON—GREENWICH B.C. 
terrace houses, Ormiston meen S. 

Greenwich Road, s. ioc (c) 2gns. 
(d) March is, 7 April 7 
LONDON—WALTHAMSTOW B.C. (s) 
avilion at Farm S 


E.17. (b Aschisect, 
Hall 7. (c) 2gns. 
e 


MAIDSTONE B.C. (a) Im 
etc,, to Corn Exchange, ) Bo 

Monk r, Avenue, (d) March 
e 


NEWQUAY U.C. (a) 22 houses with 
drainage and site works, etc., Double- 
stiles, b) Engineer and Surveyor, 
ambers. (c) 5gns. (¢) March 


PLYMOUTH C.C. (a) Reinstatement of 
blocks B and C of Stoke Schools (former 
Stoke Military Hospital Buildings). (b) 

ymou c 3ens cheque payable to 
Council, (a) ch 2. 

PRESTON B.C. (a) Installation of new 
central heating and domestic hot and cold 
water systems, Alston Hall 
Further Education, Longrodge, 
Preston, (b) Borough Engineer, Muni- 

cipal Building. (<) 2 gns, te) March 11. 


RICKMANSWORTH Uc. (a) 8 ope 
with 8 2-storey maisonnettes over. 

win’s Lane Green. (b) of 
the Counci Offices; immediately. 
(c) 3gns. Ma March 22, 


RICKMANSWORTH U.C. (a) 47 Lou 
es with site works, etc., at 

hitfield Way, Orchard Way Shep- 
herd’s Farm Housing Estates, (b) 

neer and Surveyor, Council Offices. ¢) 


2gns. (e) March 15. 

RUGBY BC, 10 dwelli on sec- 

tion 1 of botts arm Estate (b) 


Chur Walk. (c) Sgns. (e) March 5. 
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“BORINGS 

Vea) TO PROVE STRATA 

A A BORE HOLES for 
«WATER SUPPLY 


PUMPING PLANTS, Etc. 


Telephone: ECCles 226! -2-3 
Telegrams: Thom,Patricroft 


IC HN THOR: 


FOR OFFICE, LIBRARY AND 
BOARD ROOM FURNITURE 


S. MARGOLIS & SONS 


63-45 NEW OXFORD &T., LONDON, 
Phones: Temple Bar 7364-0613 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
INODOROUS FELTS 
FROM STOCK 


LONDON E 14 EASt 1441 


Specify 
CERRUX 


DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


“QUITFIRE” 


Fire-proofed (Class I-B.S. 
476/32 Amendment No. 2) 
and/or termite-proofed 
Fibre Insulation Board can 
be supplied by :— 


§.0. Rudkin & Co. Lid. 


Plantation House 
Mincing Lane E.C.3 


MANsion House 4406 (3 lines) 


SCOTLAND—PORT GLASGOW. (a) 
46 houses, Park Farm site (all trades). (b) 
Scottish Special Housing Association, 
Ltd., 15-21, Palmerston Place, Edin- 
burgh, 12. 


SEVENOAKS R.C. (a) 1 block of 4 age- 
ing persons flats and 1 block of 4 2-bed- 


room flats, “ The Charne,” Orford. (b) 
Engineer and Surveyor, Inglewood, Oak 
Hill Road. (c) 2gns. (d) March 3. 

7 


SCOTLAND—WIGTOWN C.C. (a) 2 
houses about 44 miles north-west of New 
Luce Village. (b) Messrs. Crouch and 
Hogg, 18, Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, 
C.3. (c) 2gns. (e) March 23. 


SOUTHBOROUGH U.C. 


(a) 10 houses, 
Chestnut Avenue 


b) Messrs. Howes and 


Jackman, 1, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s 
Inn, London, W.C.1. (c) 2gns. (e) 
March 15. 


SOUTH WESTERN REGIONAL HOS- 
PITAL BOARD. (a) Internal reconstruc- 
tion of second floor Ward at Barncoose 
Hospital, Redruth, (b) Regional Archi- 
tect, 27, Tyndalls Park Road, Bristol, 8. 
(c) 2gns. (d) Feb. 27. 


TRURO R.C. (a) Adaptation of Build- 
ing No. 51 into 8 dwelling units on 
Cameron Estate, St. Agnes. (b) Sanitary 
Inspector’s Office, Rural Council Hall, 
River Street. (c) Ign. (e) March 9. 


WEST RIDING C.C. (a) Demolition of 
existing fire station in Wellhouse Road, 
Barnoldswick, and erection of a new 2- 
bay fire station. (b) County Architect, 
“ Bishopgarth,” Westfield Road, Wake- 
field. (c) 2gns. (e) March 10. 


WOKING U.C. (a) Block of 26 flats, 
Barnsbury Farm Estate. (b) Engineer 
and Surveyor, Council Offices. (c) 2gns. 
(d) March 1. (e) April 20. 
PLACED 


Notes on contracts placed state locality and 
authority in bold type with (1) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
(4) amount of tender or estimate. + denotes 
that work may not start pending final 
acceptance, or obtaining of licence, or 
modification of tenders, etc. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. (1) 
Secondary school. (2) Wandsworth. (3) 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., 48, Welles- 
ley Road, Croydon. (4) £385,286. (1) 
Samuel Pepys secondary school. (2) Dept- 
ford. (3) C. P. Roberts and Co., Ltd., 31 
High Holborn, W.C.1. (4) £137,300. (1) 
Secondary school. (2) Parliament Hill, 
N.W. (3) J. Garrett and Son, Ltd., Cathies 
Road, Balham Hill, 8.W.12. (4) £183,195. 


WESTMINSTER. (1) Multi-storey 
office block, for Site improvements, Ltd. 
(2) Victoria Street, S.W.1. (3) Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. 1 ueen 
Anne’s Gate, London, S.W.1. (4) Cost: 
£450,000. 


BRISTOL CORPORATION. (1) 540 
“Easiform” houses and flats. (2) High- 
ridge Estate. (3) John Laing and Son, 
Ltd., London, N.W.7. (4) £805,226. (1) 
8-storey block of flats. (2) Hotwell Road. 
(3) Wm. Cowlin and Son, Ltd., Bristol. 
(4) £132,341. (1) 56 “ Unity” houses. (2) 
Highcliffe Estate. (3) Western Homes and 
Estates, Ltd. (4) £83,819. 


[= 
| 
i 
| 
| 
J 
# | | 
| 
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| | 
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LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J.W. GRAY & SON LTD. 
13, CASTLE ST., SALISBURY 
Telephone: SALISBURY 2750 


CHURCH SPIRE RESTORERS 


25 February 1954 


Street 


2) 


Road, 


dwellings 
Bask Ww 


£139,904 


Lid., 6, 
£109,187. 


Geo 
smith, 


W.6 


CAMBERWELL. B.C. (1) 109 Sime 


2 ted Road area. (3) W Simms, ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
Sons and Cooke, Ltd., Mount Street, 
London, W.1. (4) £248,086. (1) Re- 


Development of large area. (2) Astley 
Rowcross Street. (3) Negotiations 
proceeding with Wates, Ltd., 1258, Lon- 
don Road, Norbury, S.W.16. 


Toe 


1) 95 ue (2) 


Bradway estate. 


LEAMINGTON SPA B.C. (1) 269 non- 
traditional type houses. (2) Lillin 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., 


(3) 
Cobner Road, Sheffield. 


31 


ASPHALTE WORK 


Marcroft, Ltd., 
ley, Sheffield. 
Greenhill 
L. Simpson, 
(4) 


COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTO 
PALACE GATES STM 0.22 Bowes Pet 


on. (3) 
ammer- 


Many Types 


and Sizes... 


EBONI 


TE 


FLOORING STRIP 


EBONITE 
SINK 
WASTES 


ROD TUBE 
SHEET AND 
TURNED PARTS 


FIT A TROUBLE-FREE 


BATLEY 
“UP & OVER”, 


© Designed to supersede hinged 
doors. @ Provides unobstructed access with 
clear height of 6’ 1". © Swings open easily, - 
gliding smoothly on ball-bearing wheels. © Can be quickly and 4 enity 
fitted to any width or height of opening. © Framed and double cross- 
braced in Aluminium Alloy. @ Panelled with Aluminium Alloy or Ex- 
terior Grade Mahogany Plywood, grained finish to take varnish or paint. 


ALUMINIUM ALLOY £18 GRADE MAHOGANY £20 
DELIVERED FREE ENGLAND AND WALES 
Free Brochure and details from : 


ernesté—' BATLEY 


96d, COLLEDGE RD., HOLBROOKS, COVENTRY, Tel: COVENTRY 89245/6 


BENHAM 


COOKING APPARATUS 
KITCHEN PLANNING 
HEATING ENGINEERS 


COLLEGE OF ESTATE MANAGEMENT 
(Incorporated by Reyal Charter) 
St. Alban’s Grove, Kensington, W.8. 


DAY, BVENINGand POSTAL 

THE ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

(including the Valuations, and . B Surveying and Quantity 
Surveying 

DAY and POSTAL courses for the Examinations for the 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON DEGREE OF 8.Sc. (ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT) 


POSTAL for the B of the 
INSTITUTION OF MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS 
THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE 
THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 


THE SECRETARY (Dept. AB). Telephone ; 


WEStern 1546 


ARDBOARC | | 


THE AQUASEAL ROOFING SERVICE contracts for the renovation 
and waterproofing of roofs of all types. Based on the use of 
AQUASEAL liquid bitumen proofing impervious to atmospheric 
fumes and climatic extremes —it provides all the advantages of a new 
roof, at only a fraction of the cost. Used for over 25 years on 
government offices, public buildings, hospitals and factories. 


@ BERRY WIGGINS & CO, LTD., BREAMS BLDGS., FETTER LANE, LONDON, £.C.4 


BICYCLE 


BICYCLE BLOCKS SHED UNITS 
Stelcon Bicycle Blocks and Shed Units are made 
of reinforced concrete and are therefore resistant 
to corrosion in all weathers. 
The Blocks remain firmly in position on the 
ground under their own weight and when let into 
the surface of the park cause no obstruction when 
not in use, Full details sent on request. 


* practical xorderly durable 


STELCON (INDUSTRIAL FLOORS) LTD. 
CLIFFORDS INN. Tel. HOL 2916. LONDON, E.C.4 
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All Types of 


STEELWORK 


Designed, Fabricated 
and erected by 


OLD LEEDS STEEL WORKS, 
BALM ROAD, LEEDS 


Telephene: Leeds 1661499. 
Telegrams: Corflat, Leeds. 


Steel-framed Buildings Steel from stock 
% Pressed Steel Rainwater Goods  Pressings up 
to ” thick mild steei % Guillotine Shearing 
%* Profile Cutting % Slitting Sheets and Coils 


From the ashes... ant 


On the night of the 2nd September, 1666, a small fire 
started in Pudding Lane. In three days it devastated all 
but 75 of London’s 373 acres, destroyed 13,200 houses, 89 
parish churches and old St. Paul’s Cathedral. But despite 
the tragic loss of life and property, the fire was a blessing 
to London. It destroyed a vermin-infested, plague-ridden, 
unsanitary and badly planned city and allowed Christopher 
Wren to replan its streets and rebuild its churches. 

As a result of this and similar fires the Sun Fire Office 
was established in 1710—laying the foundation of the 
great reputation which the “SUN”’ holds to-day for 
insurance service of all kinds. 


a The Centuries-old Sign of Public Service | 


i 
+f Head Office: 63 Threadneedle Street, E.C.2. 
Branches and Agencies throughout the World, 


Poot, can, be “ade 
: YR | 
by pre, 
at lowgat post, “by, the. 
= 
(ROOFING 
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FOR 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 
HOUSING SCHEMES 
OFFICE BLOCKS, ETC. 


Shallow and watertight 
floor patterns. Overhead 


types to suit every purpose. 


Also : 

WINDOW GEARING AND FANLIGHT OPENERS 
“X-IT" PANIC BOLTS — LOCKS 

DOOR FURNITURE — CASEMENT FITTINGS 
SPRING SASH BALANCES 


e*eees 


“ Victor” fittings are used throughout Great Britain 


ROBERT ADAMS (VICTOR) LTD. 
139 STAINES ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX 
Telephone : Hounslow 57/4 


33 


The Marley Concrete Garage 


offers all the advantages of the traditional 
brick garage at considerably lower cost 


le has been specially designed for easy erection by unskilled labour. The 
detailed notes and drawings provided make assembly on site a simple 
matter. Made of high-grade reinforced concrete, with asbestos r ng 
and stout timber doors, it is attractive in appearance and, although ver: 
ovens and permanent, it can earily be taken apart and moved if Sesired, 
lt is fireproof, rot-proof and vermin-proof and gains the ready approval 
of all local authorities. 


From £50 Complete 


Available in widths of 7ft 10in, 9ft Zin, ft 10in and 13ft 2in, and in lengths 


as required, 
Delivery free within a radius of 75 miles of Cheltenham, Guildford or Romford. 


Write for itlustrated brochure. 


SHURDCRETE LTD., SHURDINGTON, CHELTENHAM 
Telephone : Shurdington 334/5. FARM AND FACTORY BUILDINGS 


A new book for the | 
intending Architect | 


Architecture as a Career | 


| 
By Maurice E. Taylor, M.T.P.1., A.R.LB.A., F.L.L.A., F.R-LAS., |i 
F.S.A.SCOT., R,I.B.A. DIST.T.P., A.A. DIP. PLANNING. | 


NEW book in which the author discusses the various |} 
| methods of approach to the architectural profession. | 
|| He explains clearly the regulations and documents concern- | 
| ing all the important R.I.B.A. examinations, and offers | 
| advice which no student intending to take the examinations | 
cam afford.to miss. 

The book offers practical, comprehensive, up-to-date I 

information on every aspect of the profession. It discusses || 
|| the many problems the student is likely to encounter and 
| sets out plainly everything the intending architect will. |) 
require to know during his student days. 


CONTENTS INCLUDE: 


Architectural Education in Britain: R.I.B.A. 
Examinations : Practical Experience and the 
Professional Practice Examination : Study- 
ing by Correspondence Course : How to learn 
design and Building Construction: Writing \ 
a thesis : Competitions and Prizes: Various 

enings after Qualifying : Information on ' 
Sana Practice, etc. 


74°x 5" 178 pp. 10s. 6d. met. By Post 10s, 11d. 
Obtainable from booksellers or divect from the Publishers 
DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, 5&.E.1 | 


flooring for every purpose 


bd Jointless Composition 

e Rubber Flooring 

Linoleum 

bd Thermoplastic Tiles 

e Uneven sub-floors screeded to receive carpets, 
linoleum or rubber flooring 


Phone or write for samples. Estimates gladly given and 
completion dates can be relied upon 


early delivery 


THE VEITCHI 
_ flooring specialists 


COMPANY LIMITED 


LONDON «- Chiltern Works, Southey Road, Tottenham, London WN./5 
Tel: Stamford Hill 9428 


LIVERPOOL 106 Brasenose Street, Bootle, Liverpool, 20 
Tel : Bootle 3597 


GLASGOW 217 West George Street, Glasgow, C.2 
Tel : Glasgow Central 10% 


| 
| 

| 
| i 

i} 
| 
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APPOINTMENTS 


Rate 1% per line, minimum 3- 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


e CONTRACTS 


TENDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 


APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
vertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc., 
if the applicant is «4 man aged 18-64 or 4 woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
ployer ts excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952. 


HER COLONIAL SERVICE, 


ARCHIT ROT GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT’S 
EPARTMENT, MAURITIUS. 
TO, in chars Section 
Department re sibie for 
for and supervision of b wor 
Appointment is on contract for three years in the 
salary range £643 10s to £1,291 10s per annum, 
point of entry depend 180, on ex — and war 
service. Gratuity of £150 w £2 
contract. 
variable cost of livi a ance also payable. Leave 
at the rate of four days for each completed — 
of resident aay ree passages for officer, 
and up to three children. 
Candidates must be A.R.1.B.A. with preferably 
Degree or Diploma in Architecture and experience 
own Plan Previous ex: 
Public 


Educational, cal J ith, 
Domestic buildings is require 
Apply in writ to the Director of Recruitment, 
Colenial Gre at Smith St., London, 


brief qualifications and ex 
No, CDE 112/52/02. ‘Clos. 
for receipt of enquiries 2 
1954, (7 


KUMASI COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY. 


APPLICATIONS | are invited for the following 


SENIOR in CIVIL EN- 
G 
(2) SENIOR LECTURER in MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING. 
LECTUR LECTURER 
A) in ELECT TRICAL ENGINEER- 


4) LECTURER (Grade A) in ELECTRICAL 
G (Radio and Telecommuni- 


(5) LBC’ TURER A) in AUTOMOBILE 
ENGINEERI 
( O Lee (Grade A) in WORKSHOP 
(1) Linea (Grade A) in BUILDING 
(1)44) will be required to teach up to cores 
lession era 
strial and teaching experience. (5) should 
LM or have HAN‘. wil teach work- 
ice t t essional 
echnicians’ and should have H.N. 
in Peadustion or equivalent Corporate 
membership of I recent practical ex 
in pow in works. 
ach 
technicians and conduct related to 
development, the Col- 
lege is autonomous, ey in function to 


the University Valiegs the Gold Coast and of 
comparable status. It has at present about 600 
realdent students and will eventually accommodate 


Leceyrers £1,400-£1,850 p.a. 
Lecturers (Grade A) £880-£1, pa. 


persons a ortnses, their wives and up to three chil- 
er 13. Generous home 4 normally 
annual, on full sal 
Write for further information to Poseetene 
Advisory Committ Colonial 
Gordon Square, W.C.1. Closing for 
applications (6 copies) 1 March, 1954. (7698 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 


NIGERIAN COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY. 


ATLA are invited for the post of 
N ARCHITECTURE. Teach- 
ing wall instruction in Architectural 
and Bui Construction in the Department 
chitecture. ‘erson appointed may be re- 
quired to assist in the a <S of College buildings 
in the supervision uilding contractors. 
There will be opportunities for research in design 
for the Tropics. The College will undertake work 
sirnilar to the peers. <C. courses of a U.K. Technical 
College and will have branches at Zaria, Ibadan 
nugu. 

Candidates should be A.R.I.B.A. or comparably 
qualified. Teaching experience desirable. 

Salary scale is £83061, 560 p.a., including over- 
seas allowance. Initial salary according to qualifica- 
tions and experience. Post is pensionable but tem- 

ary @ intment could be made carrying slightly 
Righer salary and gratuity. Furnished house pro- 

» rent 10% of basic salary (£650-£1,290). 
Free first-class passages for person appointed and 
wife: either a passage allowance or nance 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 


NEW TOWN OF CWMBRAN 
(MONMOUTHSHIRE). 


APPOINTMENT OF TWO JUNIOR 
ASSISTANT ARCHITECTS 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
vacancies from persons who are graduate 
Architects or have passed the ntermediate examina- 
tion of the R.I.B.A., and have completed a satis- 
factory period of training 
The posts will be superannuable and the com- 
mencing salary will be £465 p.a. on the range 
£4651 at 25x2 at 30-—£550 
Applications stating age, experience, details of 
present and former employment (together with ap- 
plicable salaries and names and addresses of two 
referees must reach the undersigned by not later 
than 10th March, 1954 
J. C. P. WEST, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.I 
Chief Architect 
Victoria Street, 
Cwmbran, 


Mon {7689 


allowance for up to two children under 18. Seven 
days’ leave on full salary for each completed month's 
content service. Tours of service likely to be 10-18 
months. 

Write for further information to Secretary, 
Advisory Committee on Colonial Colleges, 1, 
Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. Closing date for 
applications (6 copies) 15th March, 1954. [7699 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF EAST HAM 
UANT: (Grade IV). Salary 


CHIE (Grade VII/ 
VIID. Sal £710-—— 
Y ESTIMATOR (Grade V). Salary 


SENIOR ENGINEERING ASSISTANT (Grade 
Sal £670-—£735. 
ondon Weighting is paid in addition. Salaries 
in excess of the minima may be paid according to 
qualificetions and experience. 
be paid to 


es may 

appointed if Unaete to obtain suitable 


COUNTY COUNCIL OF HUNTINGDON. 


Tsons 
ousing 


tion form (returnable 


a 
e088) tom Town Clerk, Town 
B6. {7695 


COUNTY ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 


APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF ARCHITEC- 
TURAL ASSISTANT. GRADE VIII A.P.T. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the ap, tment 

of CHIEF ARCHITECTURAL ASS PLAT 
at a salary in accordance with Grade VIII A.P.T 

at present £760-£835 per annum) of the National 

oint Council's 

Candidates should be Associate Members of the 

Royal Institute of British Architects or hold equiva- 

lent qualifications, and have had considerable ex- 

in the S of Schools, Police and other 

ty Bui ¢ post could offer consider- 

right being the senior 


a cment be subject to the terms of 
4 Local Government Superannuation Acts and 
PP ym appointed will required to pass a 


perience, ue required to be submitted 
to S. M. A.R.1.B.A., County Architect, 
County Buildings, ‘in a sealed envelope 
endorsed “ Appointment of Chief Architectural 
Assistant ” by not later than Thursday, llth March, 


1954, 


Huntingdon. 
25th February, 1954. 


[7702 


ISLE OF ELY COUNTY COUNCIL. 
COUNTY ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the undermen- 
tioned appointments on the Staff of the County 
Architect 
(a) ASSET At ARCHITECT, Grade A.P.T.V. 
£620-£67 
(b) ASSIST ANT QUANTITY SURVEYOR, 
Grade A.P.T. III. £550-£595 
(c) QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S CLERK, Grade 
isc. III. £395-£460 
(4) JUNIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 
(Temp.), Grade Misc. I/I1/III. £320-£460. 
All posts with the exception of (d) are permanent 
and all are subject to the National Scheme of Con- 
ditions of Service, the Local Government Act and 
to the passing of a medical examination. 
Intending applicants should apply for 
stating for which post they wish to apply, to the 
County Architect, County Hall, March, to whom 
they must be returned not later ‘than Tuesday, 16th 
March, 1954. 
R. F.G 


forms, 


THURLOW, 
Clerk of the County Council. 
7701 


JERTH AND KINROSS JOINT COUNTY 

COUNCIL require two SENIOR ASSISTANT 
ARCHITECTS. Salary £580-£680 (A.P.T. IV/V) 
for work on new School Building Progremme 
Placing on Scales according to experience, ‘tc. 
Houses available.—Particulars and application forms 
from Cony Clerk, County Offices, York Place, 
Perth. Applications to be lodged by 8th March, 
1954. (7686 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT. 


INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION OF 
FOR THE IMPERIAL PALACE AT 
ADDIS ABABA. 


1950 


I™ is desired that four unsuccessful Architects and 
Engineers who submitted plans for the above 
competition should communicate to the Imperial 
Ethiopian Embassy, 17, Princes Gate, London, 

W.7, their postal addresses so that their drawings 
may be returned to them. The following are the 
devices marked on drawings whose owners cannot 
be identified : 


(1) Letter “E” im the centre of a shield drawn 
within a circle 


(2) “XX” on a black ground 
)“ THE LION LIKES THE FLIGHT OF 
THE OWL.” 
(4) “ 1874"; author Mr 


Constant A. Leclerk 
(7 


| | 
arm 
_ 
and 2 ag pres¢ h 
Initial salary according to experience. Posts are 
; ble but temporary appointments — 
her salary and could be 
Partly furnished houses provided, rent 
; 
4 
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AUCTION SALE 


VACANT POSSESSION. 
PLAISTOW—SEWELL STREET 
FREEHOLD 
INDUSTRIAL COLONY 
having a total 
Site area of 43,500ft super 


Lot 1. Modern Building 2,190ft sup 
Lot 2. Modern Building 3,890ft sup 
Lot 3. Composite Building 3,648ft sup 
Lot 4 Site 9,746ft sup 
Lot § Site 5,700ft sup 
Lot 6. Site 7,000ft sup 
will be offered to Auction as a whole or in Lots by 


HAROLD E. LEVI & CO 


at 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, E.C.2, 
on 
Thursday, March 4th, 1954, 


at 2.30 
PARTICULARS & CONDITONS OF SALE of 
the Solicitors 
Messrs. Pearce & Davis, 
15, Plashet Grove, Upton Park, E.6 
GRAngewood 2652-3 
Or of the Auctioneers Offices 
760, Lea Bridge Road, London, E.17 
LEYtonstone 1171-4117 
[7668 


MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 


RATE : I/6d. per line, minimum 3/-, average 
line 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately. 

BOX NOS. add 2 words plus 1/- for registra- 
tion and forwarding replies which should 


be addressed c/o, ‘‘ The Architect & 
Building News," Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.I. 


PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.I. 

No responsibility accepted for errors. 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
vertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em 
ployer is excepted from the provisions of Thé« 
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952 


RCHITECTURAL Assistants required 

diately for large general practice in London. 
Previous office experience an advantage. Salary by 
arrangement according to age, qualifications and ex 
perience.——Write, giving full particulars, to Box 
3683. (7700 


imme 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
vertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc., 
if the applicant t¢ a man aged 18-44 or 4 woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
ployer ts excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952 


XHIBITION stand designers required Apply 
in writing to Olympia, Ltd., Kensington, 


BUILDING Draughtsman required for work in 
connection wit exhibition stand design 
Apply in writing to Olympia, Ltd., Kensington 
(7694 
sub-contractor in the building in 
J dustry requires representative in the London 
area.—Write stating age, salary required and full 
details of previous experience and existing conne< 
tion, to Box 3627 {7687 
OUTH HOSTELS ASSOCIATION require 
Assistant to Surveyor to prepare plans and help 
in survey, maintenance and adaptation of hostel 
buildings mmencing salary up to £400 accord 
ing to age and experience, plus travelling expenses 


PECIALIST 


Application form from National Secretary 
Y.H A Welwyn Garden City, Herts, to be re 
turned by Ist April, 1954 [7688 


XPERIENCED Estimator/Surveyor wanted by 
firm of London builders of medium size. All 
types of work undertaken, applicant must be able 
to handle inquiries from initial stage to final account 
The position has possibilities of a financial interest 
in the Company and is pensionable after n 
qualifying period.—Write, giving .~ full details of 
experience and salary required, to Box 3463, [7675 


SERVICES OFFERED 


me your bills of quantities and I will type 
and post to your usual merchants 
giving you all necessary informa- 
rich to price the bill, charge qvernens 
£3 per tender.—Full details from arke, 303, 
Earlsfield Rd., London, S.W.18 (7692 


iquiries 
and sut 


tc 


traders 


WORK REQUIRED 


H! ATING and plumbing to own design if re- 


i, labour only, or labour and materials. 
Maintenance etc executed for architects.— 
Enqui to Box 3693 (7703 
Pp NINTING work, old or new, and stone clean- 

mg wanted, large or small contracts Est. 
over 27 years.—A. Kirby & Sons, 21, Mashiters 
Hill, Romford, Essex el. Romford '7642 


[7577 
J‘ )INERY to specification, hardwood or softwood, 
schools and office, joinery purpose made, 

s in oak.—-Write for estimate enclosi 
details to A. W. Blake, c/o Messrs. D. 
Mayplace Road East, Bexleyheath, Kent. 
(7630 


banks 


PLANT FOR SALE 


34 Ward portable petrol-driven concrete 


ixers, for sale.-Full details from Thos. W 

Wa Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield. {7696 
PR I'MAN Cub excavator, complete with 26ft 
two dragline buckets, side arm, rab 

bucket, universal jib and teredo attachment his 
machine has only done about 200 hours since 


complete rebuild.-H. D. Stone, Ropsley, Grant- 
ham {7691 


FOR SALE 


A! 


sed naments Numerous designs.— 
Dareve’s Moulding Mills, Ltd., 60, Pownall Rd., 
Dalstor [0086 


LAND FOR SALE 


( ‘LERKENWELL. Main road site, 7,800 sq ft. 


ntage 100ft. Zoned It. industry. £9,500 
free 1.-Chamberlain & Willows, 9-13 Penton- 
Rd., N.1. Terminus 2241 {7690 


PLANT FOR HIRE 


( ‘HASESIDE mechanical shovels, Major type, by 


ja week or contract, with drivers; tipping 
lorries supplied if required with shovels.—Henry 
Froud Ltd., Primrose Wharf, Tunnel Ave., 


S.E.10 Tel 


Greenwich 


Greenwich 0072-3. [0138 


WANTED 


Ww ANTED, industrial spraying distemper, soft’ or 
washable. Oil colour or cellulose, per yure or 


contract.—-G. Barter, la, Whitton Waye, hitton, 

Houslow Tel. Hou. 9615 (7674 
INSURANCE 

ARCHITECTS’ Indemnity Insurance effected. 


Please write for Proposal Form to 
SAXBY, Incorporated Insurance Broker, 
37a, Carfax, Horsham, Sussex. Tel. 990. 


E. J 


[7660 
NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 

R® ONDITIONED ex-Army huts and manu- 
factured buildings, timber, asbestos, Nissen 
type, hall type, etc., all sizes and prices.—Write, 
all or telephone Universal Supplies (Belvedere), 
Led Dept. 32, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere, 
Kent re Erith 2948 {0120 


SUBCONTRACTS 
WANTED 


sub or 


piecework paperhanging, also paint- 
direct contract 4, 17, 
Sinclair Gdns., W.14. Tel, She. 2676, after 6 p.m 
(5627 


CONTACT LENSES 


ODERN Contact Lens Centre, 7 (Gl), BEnd- 
sleigh Court, W.C.1. Deferred terms. Booklet 
sent. [0140 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ARROW trench buckets to suit all makes of 
excavators in any specified cutting widths, and 
lightweight heavy duty dragline buckets for 4 to 
| cu. yd. capacity; sale or hire, quick delivery.— 
Manufacturers, Nortons Plant Hire, Ramsden, Bil- 


lericay, Essex. Tel. Ramsden Heath 365 {0137 
DEMOLITION 
DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE 
“WATCH IT COME DOWN” 

By SYD BISHOP & SONS, 

282, BARING RD., LEE, S.E.12. TBL. LEE 


GREEN 7755. 
OLD PROPERTY BOUGHT FOR SALVE 
0139 


BOOKS, ETC. 


“ PLASTICS Progress: Papers and Discussions at 

British Plastics Convention, 1953." The 
text of this book is based on the papers given by 
leading experts at the 1953 British Plastics Con- 
vention, and includes a report on the discussion 
which followed each paper. Providing an up-to- 
date record of contemporary technological deveiop- 
ments and useful information on modern applica- 
tions, the volume should be studied by every 
ee | end user of plastics products. 50/- net 
rom all booksellers. By post 51/4 from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset Siena. Stamford St., 
London, §.E.1. 


“ TNDUSTRIAL Brazing.” By H. R. Brooker 

and E. V. Beatson, B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.1.B.B. 
The first full-length study of this subject. Covers 
in detail all modern brazing methods, including 
torch, furnace, high-frequency induction, resistance, 
salt bath and dip, with chapters on the special 
techniques necessary for aluminium, stainless steels, 
beryllium copper, cemented carbides and vacuum 
tube construction. 35/- net from all booksellers. 
By post 36/2 from The Publishing Dept., Dorset 

ouse, Stamford St., London, §.E.1. 


OMESTIC Water Heating: Basic Engineer- 
ing Principles of Electric and Solid-Fuel 
Installations.” By Ronald Grierson, M.1.E.B 
Mech.E. A critical analysis of current practice 

in household hot water supply. Shows that the 
combination of an electric immersion heater with 
@ storage tank and coal- or coke-fired water heater 
can be economical and efficient. The whole a 


and practice of domestic water heating is covere: 
including much data from recent research. 25s net 
from all booksellers. By st 258 7d from The 
Publishi Dept., Dorset House, Stamford Street, 
London, $.E.1. 


= EW Ideas for Farm Buildings: Selected 

Designs for a 100-acre Farm Homestead.” 
Analysed by the Association for Planning and 
Regional Reconstruction. This publication is based 
on suggestions made by many readers of “ Parmer 
& Stock-Breeder.” Their ideas have been care- 
fully collected and analysed to provide a mine of 
information on various aspects of the subject. 
Fully illustrated with plans and diagrams, 50/. 
net from all booksellers. By post 30/8 from The 
Publishing Dept., House, Stamford St., 
London, 5.E.1. 


& Steel Directory.” 7th Edition. Gives 

completely revised fists of British pig iron 
manufacturers and of 2,500 iron founders, steel 
works, steel founders and makers, arranged geo- 
graphically for the convenience of buyers. Other 
sections give: details of associations and institu- 
tions; technical data for engineers, metallurgists and 
iron and steel makers users; classified list of 
manufacturers in the iron and steel and allied 
trades; list of some 385 products. 25/- net frqm 
all booksellers. By post 25/9 from The Publishing 
Dept., Dorset House, Stamford Street, London, 


EL2crriciry Tariff Handbook.” Gives de- 
tails of the standard electricity tariffs fixed 
Area Electricity Boards, The classes of tariff 
shown are: Domestic, Commercial (Block and 
Maximum Demand types), Industrial (Block and 
Demand types), Farm and Miscellaneous. A tabu- 
lar summary of cach class is given for quick refer- 
ence. Other information includes details of the 
B.E.A. bulk supply tariff, addresses of Chief Com- 
mercial Officers of Area Boards, and details of 
national sales of electricity in 1951-52. 7s 6d net 
from all booksellers. By st 78 9d from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford Street, 
London, Ser 
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ISTRUCTURAL STEELWORK 


NORTH WHARF ROAD, PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 Phone: PADdington 8486-7 


| Londons Finest news secondhand Value 
POST-WAR REBUILDING ... ARCHITECTS: PLAN CHESTS 
PORTLAND STONE Filing Cabinets 


: COURSES for all R.1.B.A. EXAMS | 


THE BATH AND PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LID. | | | lumens, 


Calculations, Materials, Construction, Structures 


H » fications, Professional Practice, 

rosvenor Gardens House S.W.| F ARCHITE 

1036, OLD BROMPTON ROAD, 8.W.7 

Phone: KEN. 4477 and at Worcester 


ae ||| 
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4 Family Model 


Then let DESTROL 
provide todays 
of sanitary oe 
disposal 


Phe DESTROL standard satisfies the most fastidious, because of the exceptional 
effectiveness of the chemical ** Destrine which reduces the waste to a com- 
pletely inoffensive fluid. Entirely self-contained above ground, the DESTROI 
requires only a soak-away pit 2° x 4 with pipe connection. No cesspit required 

no ventilation necessary ... no manual emptying It is available in two 
forms as shown the Family Mod ine x 30° x 15°) with aluminium bowl 
controlled by raising and lowering the lid, outside enamelled in cream, white or 
eau-de- Nil with black seat; and the De-Luxe Model (above floor 40° x 29" x 144", 


below floor 20° x 27’ x LI’) incorporating settling tank and flushed in a closed 


circuit by means of an electric pump for either mains or battery. Supplied in 
a variety of colours. Eac h type requires drain ng at about fortnightly intervals. 
Full details from Destrol Sales Ltd 4A.B.N.] ), 


(Dept 102 Salisbury House, 
I ondon W all, E.C.2. 


i flice ir Ministry Sritis ays, s >. 
DESTROL War Of \ nistr British Railways, British IMPORTANT: DESTROL 
Electricity Authority, National Coal Board, Imperial Chemical CHEMICAL CLOSETS 


have 
erm Industries K stion Authorities. Oilfields & Refineries. been awarded the Certificate of 
Merit by the Royal Institute of 
Public Health and Hygiene 


The Ear if hrewsbury'’s estate Ingestre, Staffordshire, | 


buyers include The Duke of ¥ 


estminster’s estate, Eccleston, Cheshire. 


Specified by all leading Architects 


DESTROL Sanitation 


is odourless, hygienic & simple 
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for example 4 ins. ol 
concrete reinforced with BRC 3 
No. 9 Fabric is equal in strength 
to 8 ins. unreinforced. The sav- 


ing in cement, time and labour 


makes reinforcement an essen- 


tial for practically all types of WELDED FABRIC 
concrete work, 
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THE BRITISH REINFORCED CONCRETE ENGINEERING CO. LTD., STAFFORD 


London, Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Manchester, Newcastle, Cardiff, Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast 
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